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"Herod" Hitler 
"Shall the Son of Man be born 
again in the litter of scorn?” 


Among the 200 Jewish refugees liv- 
ing in a ditch in No Man’s Land be- 
tween Germany and Czechoslovakia 
a baby was born. Without fatherland 
and home, the baby was named Nie- 
mand (Nobody), when no other name 
could be decided on immediately. No 
wise men from the East came to pay 
homage to the baby. No Oriental 
potentates came bearing gifts, only a 
Czech truck driver who brought blan- 
kets and sardines to the refugees an- 
nounced the birth of the baby to the 
world. 


But to the safety of what Egypt can 
Niemand’s parents take him to save 
him from annihilation at the hands of 
“Herod” Hitler? 


Oh, for a Modern Munchausen! 


Let no one doubt the might of the 
British Empire. Following in the 
footsteps of King David the British 
reconquered Jerusalem. The feat was 
not without its perils. For a few days 
Arab terrorists “occupied” Old Jeru- 
salem and, barricading the gates to the 
city, they held it in the face of the 
forces of the empire upon which the 
sun never sets. For almost a day, one 
Arab held the might of Britain at bay. 
Choosing a strategic position on the 
wall surrounding the Old City, he 
sniped away at the forces of law and 
could not be dislodged. 

Finally the British lion bestirred 
himself. The barricade to empire— 
a few bags of sand, rocks, etc.—was 
scaled. The capital of Palestine was 
retaken. 


The mighty foe? A few Arab ter- 
rorists escaped by lowering themselves 
down the walls on ropes. About 300 
Arabs within the city were arrested on 
suspicion of being rebels. 


And a new victory is to be chalked 
up for the Mistress of the Seas. 


Kidnapers in Power 


A few days ago the German govern- 
ment announced that it had collected 
over 111 million marks in “‘escape 
taxes” during the first half of the cur- 
rent fiscal year. The announcement 
jubilantly declared that this amount 
compares more than favorably with 
the sums collected during the previous 
year. The kidnaping business in the 


Third Reich is apparently on the up- 
grade. 

Most of the “escape taxes” are col- 
lected from Jews. The annexation of 
Austria has thus boosted the returns 
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to the Reich treasury. This “tax” 
(25%) is levied on the possessions 
of any person who leaves, or intends 
to leave, the country. Since Jews are 
being forced to liquidate their busi- 
nesses, they are automatically consid- 
ered as intending to leave the country 
and are made to pay the “‘tax.” 

With this iicans. That while 
“honest” kidnappers release their vic- 
tims after the ransom is paid, Nazi 
Germany collects the ransom but does 
not let the victim go. “Jews... are 
hostages given into our hands by fate” 
declared the Schwartze Korps, organ 
of the black shirted Hitler Elite 
Guards. 

But for these ‘hostages’ the final 
crisis is fast approaching. Deprived 
of the last remaining ways of making 
a living, hindered in leaving the coun- 
try and not permitted to enter any 
other, what will they turn to in their 
desperation ? 


Pulaski Memorial Day 


Many things were said by many 
people on the occasion of the 2nd an- 
nual Pulaski Memorial Day. Count 
Potocki, Ambassador from Poland, 
compared the marchers in the parade 
to the Polish soldiers marching into 
the Czech territory of Teschen. He 
reminded his listeners that Poland was 
“maintaining its tradition and pres- 
tige.”” (On the occasion of the occu- 
pation of Teschen, the Poles engaged 
in a little traditional smashing of win- 
dows in Jewish shops.) 

Governor Lehman, no doubt un- 
aware of the above mentioned occu- 
rences, declared: “I am confident that 
our two great democratic nations will 
always strive for the principles of 
democracy, justice, equality and toler- 
ance. 
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EDITORIALS OF THE MONTH 








AMERICAN INFLUENCE 
STILL EFFECTIVE 
_ IT not for the pressure of American 


public opinion, it is possible that we would 
today already be faced with a declaration of Brit- 
ish policy in Palestine amounting to a complete 


betrayal of our interests. The storm of protests 
which was raised by the united Jewish forces and 
the sympathy which was exhibited by important 
political and social circles have forced the British 
government to think twice before embarking up- 
on a course of compromise with the Arab cliques. 
The final outcome is still unpredictable and the 
danger which threatened our work in Palestine 
has not passed yet. We therefore must continue 
to arouse the conscience of America, to organize 
the pro-Zionist sentiments of American public 
opinion and to exert the maximum possible influ- 
ence on the U. S. government that it should lend 
its moral weight to our cause. That such senti- 
ments and recognition of the justice of our cause 
exist, is evidenced by the petition presented to 
the President of the U. S. which was signed by 
51 U. S. Senators, 194 members of the House of 
Representatives and the governors of 30 states, 
expressing their sympathy with the Jewish work 
in Palestine and requesting him to use his influence 
with the British government to maintain the policy 
of an open door for immigration into Palestine. 
We have advisedly said that our government 
should “‘lend its moral: weight.” The obligations 
of Great Britain to America, in connection with 
the Mandate over Palestine, are limited. We 
must have no illusions in this respect. The state- 
ment of Secretary Cordell Hull stressed the lim- 
ited nature of these obligations. The State De- 
partment believes that according to the Anglo- 
American convention of 1924, the U. S. cannot 
prevent changes in the Mandate and can only re- 
fuse its consent to such changes if they are harm- 
ful to the interests of U. S. citizens. But Eng- 
land need not fear this obligation, for ‘‘the inter- 
ests of American citizens” can be protected and 
guaranteed even if the Balfour Declaration is nul- 
lified and the Jewish National Home is given up. 
There are no more than about 10,000 American 
citizens in Palestine and whatever new status may 
be created in that country, it will not be hard to 
protect them legally. All the American govern- 
ment can demand is that no discrimination be 
practised against its nationals and that they he 
accorded the same individual rights as English- 
men, for instance. But Englishmen do not need 
immigration to Palestine, nor must they have a 
“Jewish National Home.” The British govern- 











ment therefore can easily promise to guarantee 
equality to American citizens. Legally the U. S. 
can request no more. But for the Jewish people 
and for their national interests in Palestine, such 
guarantees are meaningless. 


In a sense, the U. S. government has less say 
about the Palestine Mandate than some insignific- 
ant country which belongs to the League of 
Nations and is represented on its Mandates Com- 
mission. Were the U. S. to challenge British 
changes in the Mandate before the World Court 
on the basis of its treaties with England, it would 
certainly lose its case. The limited nature of 
American rights over the Mandate was also in- 
dicated in the letter of President Roosevelt to the 
Mayor of Hartford and in his recent statement 
to Senator Wagner. 


We have stressed the legal aspect of the ques- 
tion in order that we may have no unfounded 
hopes of intervention on this score. But we are 
convinced that the U. S. government, and Presi- 
dent Roosevelt in particular, is ready to use a 
much broader measure of ‘“‘moral-political” influ- 
ence. Certain steps have already been taken in 
this direction. Additional, more energetic meas- 
ures will be used if the pressure of public opinion 
will demand them. President Roosevelt found it 
necessary to hint that although the U. S. cannot 
force England to abstain from making radical 
changes in the status of Palestine, which would be 
harmful to Jews, our government can clearly and 
effectively inform England of the condemnation 
with which such changes will be viewed. The re- 
sults of such condemnation cannot be foretold in 
advance. But it stands to reason that after the 
loss of prestige which England suffered in Eur- 
ope during recent weeks, it would not be interest- 
ed in discrediting itself in the eyes of the U. S. as 
well. London need fear no reprisals on the part 
of the U. S. It would be ludicrous to think that 
the U. S. would threaten England with abroga- 
tion of its commercial treaties, as one well mean- 
ing but over-excited Christian friend of Zionism 
suggested in Washington. But London can be 
made to feel that the only great power which is 
still friendly to it disapproves of the manner in 
which it prepares to treat the Jewish people dur- 
ing the most critical hour in their history. The 
British government must be made to realize that 
if it will deliver the Jewish people that blow, 
which we so reasonably fear, then it will be con- 
sidered morally bankrupt in America. It will 
come to be looked upon as a government whose 
sacred promises are no more to be trusted than 
the promises of Nazi Germany. 





At the moment, this is the only weapon with 
which we can threaten England—discrediting it 
in the eyes of the American people and govern- 
ment. Let us therefore use this legitimate wea- 
pon as well and as effectively as we can. This 
must not be interpreted as Anglo-phobia. We do 
not forget that under the British administration 
of Palestine we have laid the foundations for a 
Jewish National Home. But we must now arm 
ourselves against the liquidatory tendencies cur- 
rent in London which, if enacted, would prevent 
us for a long time from erecting the structure of 
the Jewish National Home on the foundations 
already existing. 

We have not yet exhausted all the possibilities 
of exerting moral pressure on Englaand through 
the medium of American public opinion. We 
must continue to do everything within our power 
to “trouble” the conscience of England. A 
“troubled conscience” on the part of the British 
government will be well for us and also for 


England. 


FIRST RESULTS 


\ jee FIRST tangible results of the great wave 
of protest which swept the U. S. at the 
threatened nullification of the Mandate is the new 
immigration schedule. The schedule of 4,870, 
which is 1,230 less than that of the previous six 
months, is tragically inadequate both for the 
needs of Palestine and of European Jewry. But 
despite its shortcomings, the fact that immigration 
has not been completely suspended, as was feared, 
must be viewed as a hopeful sign. Under the cir- 
cumstances, it would be foolish to talk of victory, 
but at least there has not been absolute defeat. 
The gates of Palestine are still open, though the 
passageway narrows. That, at the present mom- 
ent, the doors are not tightly shut is probably due 
to the swift and energetic action of American 
Jewry. 

But American Jewry was not alone in its indig- 
nation at the rumored liquidation of the Mandate. 
The Emergency Committee which appealed to 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull had the support 
of divers elements in the U. S.A genuine cross- 
section of the American people was represented 
in the variety of political and religious groupings 
which added their voices to the protest. Though 
the published answer of the State Department to 
the appeal that the U. S. make representations to 
the Mandatory government was largely formal, 
there is reason to believe that the sympathy of the 
U. S.—people and government—is warmer than 
cautious diplomatic phraseology would indicate. 

Of course some dissenting voices have been 
heard. Both in England and in the United States 
the brilliant suggestion has been made that if 
Washington is genuinely concerned over the plight 








of Jewry, it should ask for the Mandate of Pales- 
tine. Great Britain, we are assured by the advo- 
cates of this solution, would hand over its Pales- 
tine troubles with enthusiasm. In this connection 
it is highly relevant to point out that England 
would scarcely wish to relinquish its mandate over 
a zone so vital to her imperial interests, no matter 
what the difficulties of administration. Whatever 
the outcome of the present crisis, England will re- 
main in Haifa. The argument of “If you don’t 
like the way we do it, why don’t you do it your- 
self?”’ is neither sensible nor decent. If a man 
abandons a legitimate dependent, he can hardly 
silence protest with the demand: “Why don’t you 
support her yourself?” England has assumed ob- 
ligations which cannot be peremptorily cast off. 
Quite apart from purely legal interpretations of 
England’s duty to consult the United States be- 
fore altering the Mandate, America has the moral 
right to intervene. In the present juncture of 
events’ America is becoming increasingly the con- 
science of civilized humanity. On more than one 
occasion the President of the United States has 
not hesitated to be the spokesman of the democ- 
ratic order in the face of a darkening world. Our 
country cannot be silent now. The protest initiat- 
ed by the Emergency Committee must continue to 
grow in intensity and scope. We already know 
that it has not been futile. 


MUSSOLINI'S "GENEROSITY" 


IN PRACTICE 
HE “GENEROSITY” in the treatment of 


Jews which Mussolini promised in his Trieste 
speech in September, has now been revealed in 
the recent decisions of the Fascist Grand Council. 
Evidently the word “generosity” means some- 
thing different to us than to the fascists. ‘Gen- 
erous’’ they call the wholesale expulsion of foreign 
and naturalized Jews living in Italy for the last 
twenty years; ‘“‘generous’—the exclusion of Jew- 
ish children from all schools before giving the 
Jewish communities a chance to build and organ- 
ize their own schools; “generous’—the decree 
that Jews may not own more than 50 hectares of 
land nor own or direct more or less important in- 
dustrial enterprises. For that matter, the admin- 
istrative orders of different ministries go much 
farther than the decisions of the Fascist Grand 
Council. Only a few days ago the Corporations 
Minister, Lantini, enjoined the provincial prefects 
not to issue any licenses to Jews for new business 
establishments nor to allow Jews to transfer their 
old licenses. 

We are also advised by the Grand Council of 
measures to come with regard to the practice of 
professions by Jews and these measures will no 
doubt be as “‘generous” as the ones adopted with 
regard to other activities of Italian Jews. 
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But after all, we should not be surprised. To 
totalitarian states anything short of the physical 
extermination of Jews is a manifestation of mild- 
ness and we ought to be “thankful” to them for 
that. We ought to be particularly “thankful” to 
Mussolini for the warm interest he has taken in 
the solution of the Jewish problem as a whole. 
He has been concerned not only with the fate of 
Italian Jews but also with that of all the Euro- 
pean Jews. The Fascist Grand Council graciously 
announced that it “‘does not exclude the possibility 
of a controlled immigration of European Jews to 
Ethiopia.” However, this concession is condi- 
tional on the “good behavior” of world Jewry to- 
wards Fascism. We are all on probation. But 
does Mussolini really expect a response to his 
Ethiopian scheme after the “generous’’ treatment 
that he inflicted on the Italian Jews? More than 
persecution of Jews is needed for the role of a 
new Messiah. 

We are not going to give the Duce the satisfac- 
tion of calling him the foremost enemy of the 
Jewish people. That position is already occupied 
by the “mystic” from Berchtesgaden and all the 
efforts of the Italian press to demonstrate Mus- 
solini’s “‘priority” in raising the racial question 
will not dislodge Hitler from his “honored”’ posi- 
tion. Besides, the Duce’s field of operations is 
too limited. With a small number of Jews in 
Italy, with 31 provinces containing less than 50 
Jews each and five provinces without Jews at all, 
with a people brought up in the tradition of toler- 
ance and fairness to Jews, such as that of the Ital- 
ians, there could not be much enthusiasm in Italy 
for the Fascist anti-Semitic course. The Italian 
people feel, and this feeling is also shared by our 
Italian neighbors here, that they are being sub- 
jected to the spiritual colonization of Nazi Ger- 
many and they fear that this will be followed by 
material domination as well. We sympathize 
with them. We even “sympathize” with the Fas- 
cist Minister of Public Education, Bottai, who 
had to sign the decree excluding Jewish professors 
and pupils from Italian schools. After all, his 

mother was Jewish. 


We are particularly gratified that Mussolini’s 
new anti-Semitic course is wholeheartedly con- 
demned by the majority of our Italian neighbors. 
As regards the isolated anti-Semitic utterances 
coming from Italian circles, we can apply to them 
that Milanese saying which the Pope used recently 
in a similar case:—‘‘Raglio d’asino non va in 
cielo”’—the braying of asses does not rise to 
heaven. 


ORGANIZED LABOR UNDERSTANDS 
HE ACTION of the American Federation 


of Labor convention at Houston, in denounc- 
ing in unqualified terms the brutality of the rising 
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wave of racial persecution, has been a source of 
great encouragement to us. Its resolution to con- 
tinue and to intensify the boycott of Nazi Ger- 
many, indicates a growing understanding of the 
seriousness of the situation and a deeply felt sym- 
pathy for the plight of the Jews. 

It was this appreciation of the Jewish tragedy 
that impelled William Green, president of the A. 
F. of L., to appeal to Walter Citrine of the Brit- 
ish Trade Union Congress to interecede with the 
British government against narrowing the oppor- 
tunities of Jewish refugees to enter Palestine. 
‘We believe complete open door for Jewish mig- 
ration to Palestine should be maintained. Persec- 
uted millions of Jewish people in Central and 
Eastern Europe must find new homes. In light 
of these facts it is inconceivable that the British 
government would restrict Jewish immigration to 
the country which now offers them a place of re- 
fuge.”’ “Thus wrote William Green. In second- 
ing this appeal by a similar call upon the British 
Trade Union Congress, the A. F. of L. conven- 
tion acted in the spirit of the mutual responsib- 
ility of organized workers everywhere. The 
deeply stirring address of Max Zaritzky, presid- 
ent of the Millinery Workers’ Union, who des- 
cribed the inhuman suffering of Jews in Europe, 
thus found a sincere and human echo in the hearts 
of workers living thousands of miles away from 
the scene of the tragedy. 

The statement of John L. Lewis, head of the 
C. I. O., expressing “sympathy with the Jewish 
demands in Palestine” and recognizing this ques- 
tion to be of such importance that it will be raised 
at the coming convention of the C. I. O., strikes a 
similar understanding note. It is cheering to hear 
these words for if organized labor will learn to 
understand, to sympathize and to act, then all 
may not yet be lost. 


REMEMBER THE INDIANS 
HE UNITED STATES is getting almost 


daily lessons in behavior from Nazis both 
within and without the country. The German 
Consul General in New York, Dr. Hans Borchers, 
took occasion to attack free speech and freedom 
of worship while addressing a gathering of his 
compatriots in the greatest city of a great democ- 
racy. The Jews also came in for the customary 
Nazi slams. The unparalleled effrontery of this 
onslaught on democratic institutions by an official 
representative of a foreign government indicates 


more than the usual Nazi inability to gauge the ~ 


proprieties of any given situation. It smacks of 
calculated insolence—a readiness to flout the de- 
cencies of diplomatic intercourse which springs 
from a growing sense of power. Since Munich, 
Germany is less inclined than ever to worry about 
public opinion or the sensibilities of the democ- 
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racies. This does not mean that she herself can- 
not be wounded to the quick. Like all egoists, 
she is herself ultra sensitive. Witness the Ger- 
man reaction to Roosevelt’s recent address warn- 
ing against “‘peace by fear.’’ His “tactless’’ men- 
tion of “dispersion all over the world of millions 
of helpless and persecuted wanderers” brought 
bitter outcries from the Nazi press. With the 
fantastic ineptness which characterizes Nazi anal- 
ogies, one journal advised Roosevelt to ‘‘remem- 
ber the Indians when sobbing about the Jews.”’ 
The injunction has its moments of comfort. The 
Jews seem to be rising in Nazi nomenclature. 
The usual classification disposes of us as “‘para- 
sites.’ Now we are involved in a comparison 
with Indians, original inhabitants of the American 
continent. Are the Nazi publicists losing their 
grip? In any case, no matter how vivid Amer- 
ican blushes when remembering the Indians, we 
can dispense with prods to memory from the 
Nazis. They have given us too much to remem- 
ber as it is. 


"RACISM" IN AMERICAN POLITICS 


D* NAHUM GOLDMANN, the president 
of the World Jewish Congress, upon his re- 
cent arrival to this country, declared that England 
was the sole country in Europe wherein Jewish 
rights remained secure—even France ‘witnesses 
a systematic anti-Jewish campaign,” largely as a 
result of the Munich pact. 

But anti-Semitism is old in France and Jews who 
are fully aware of the nature of their position in 
the world, who know the complete dependence of 
the Jew on the domestic and international position 
of each country, find nothing new in that. Even 
the French communists, who certainly share noth- 
ing of the spirit which made the Munich pact, 
sought to strengthen their United Front policy by 
the slogan of “France for the Frenchmen.” 

The new note struck in the anti-Semitic caco- 
phony is that anti-Semitism is as good and respect- 
able a political issue as were the older political 
standbys. It is not Jew hatred as such we must 
fear, but its use as a respectable political weapon. 
The raising of the racial or religious issue in poli- 
tics must prove fatal to us. 

To American Jews who see in the Silver Shirts 
or the Bund the counterpart of the European 
enemies of Jewish life, this distinction between 
anti-Semitism as an attitude and a political wea- 
pon should not be lost. These organizations are 
not respected and have little power. The real 
danger to Jews in this country comes from those 
reputable groups which regard the sum total of 
our democratic system as a bargaining for office 
between the national and religious groups in the 
country. The recent “revolt” of Polish and Uk- 
rainian democratic organizations against the lack 
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of patronage recognition for them is more omin- 
ous than the Bund. Still more dangerous was the 
attack by various Catholic-Irish groups and indiv- 
iduals on the democratic state ticket because a 
Catholic incumbent, Lieutenant Governor Bray, 
failed of renomination. One Catholic, a New 
York City Judge, made an attack on Senator 
Wagner because he is active in the aid for Jewish 
refugees and Palestine while he does “nothing” 
for the Catholics. 

The Catholics in this country, if we should sub- 
scribe to the un-democratic idea of group recog- 
nition in politics, have had more than their share. 
In New England and in New York the Irish and 
Catholic issue (raised more generally by the Irish 
than by the other Catholic groups) has been very 
profitable. James M. Curley in Massachusetts 
has ridden into office innumerable times as the de- 
fender of the Irish against the “Yankees.” Such 
tactics may be profitable in this section of the 
country where Catholics are numerous. But in 
the country at large, they are a minority and their 
responsible leaders should scotch these outbreaks 
now, before their philosophy penetrates into non- 
Catholic circles, to the detriment of minorities in 
general. It is the expression of such sentiments 
and the recognition of such claims that carries the 
danger in this country. 


TRUE TO FORM 
IFTY PERCENT of the Jews in Rumania 


are faced with the loss of their citizenship 
within the near future. The implications of this 
status are quite clear. Once relegated to the 
status of aliens their participation in the various 
occupations is limited to the small quota assigned 
to aliens, they lose their right to pensions, their 
immovable property is assigned to citizens. 

Rumania thus follows true to form in excluding 
Jews from enjoying those privleges granted to 
other minorities in the country. The recent liberal 
legislation governing minorities that was enacted 
in August (discussed elsewhere in this issue) is 
not applied to Jews. An old decree which ordered 
the revision of the citizenship status of the Jews 
is proceeding at a rapid tempo. The investigation 
conducted by the World Jewish Congress dis- 
closes that nearly 50% of those Jews whose citiz- 
enship status was decided by the Rumanian auth- 
orities, were rejected. And the figures of the 
Congress were obtained largely from rural com- 
munities where Jews have lived for generations 
and where there has been no influx of immigrants 
from abroad. 

Events in Central and Southern Europe move 
rapidly and with a disastrous logic. The rising 
prestige of Germany in the Balkans has already 
resulted in the abolition of the last remnants of 
liberal institutions in Rumania and in the estab- 
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lishment of a fascist totalitarian government. 
The European democratic powers, who are to no 
small extent to blame for these latest trends, 
must assume responsibility for providing a haven 
of refuge for the mounting number of victims of 
these policies. 


DO NOT DESPAIR 


F ALL the calamities that have befallen 

the Jewish people during recent years, the 
most serious would be surrender to a feeling of 
despair. This was the theme of the declaration 
which the American Jewish Congress adopted at 
its opening session on October 29. In the face of 
mounting attacks, standing on the brink of a seem- 
ingly bottomless abyss of suffering and persecu- 
tion, world Jewry was called upon to cling to 
courage as the most important defense against 
annihilation. It was only right that the Congress 
should issue such a declaration. Already, defeat- 
ist moods are in evidence here and there, and 
when the will to live is gone there can be no talk 
of struggle. 

But it is regrettable that the Congress did not 
represent as large a part of American Jewry as it 
should have, considering the tremendous tasks 
now confronting it. Whatever the effectiveness 
and the merits of the Council for the Defense of 
Jewish Rights, which includes the American Jew- 
is Congress, may prove to be, the fact remains 
that this Council is largely constituted on a non- 
democratic basis. American Jewry has a historic 
task imposed on it—to come to the aid of Euro- 
pean Jewry. Only a thoroughly democratic body, 
speaking directly in the name of the masses, can 


best fulfill this task. 


B. CHARNEY VLADECK 
pier DEATH of B. Charney Vladeck remov- 


ed from the Jewish Labor scene one of its 
most important personalities and sincere leaders. 
A Socialist since. boyhood, Vladeck came to the 
U. S. with a rich revolutionary heritage of under- 
ground activity in the Jewish Labor movement in 
Czarist Russia, a background which has provided 
the Jewish labor movement-in America with many 
of its outstanding figures. 

Throughout his life Vladeck was active on be- 
half of the laboring masses politically and in other 
capacities. Workers’ housing, immigrant aid, 
civil liberties, to all of these he contributed his 
talents and his energies. As chairman of the Jew- 
ish Labor Committee he aided in defending Jew- 
ish rights and in making the boycott against Ger- 
many effective. At the time of his death he was 
the leader of the labor progressive bloc in the 
City Council of New York. 

Vladeck was never a Zionist. But his opposi- 
tion to Zionism was motivated by ideological con- 
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siderations in which he honestly believed, .and 
these did not blind him to the achievements of 
Labor Palestine. Despite his ideological differ- 
ences, he was frank in his expressions of admira- 
tion after his return from a trip to Palestine a 
few years ago. 


With his passing, the American Jewish labor 
movement becomes poorer. 


INDECENT HASTE 


Hyekr ONE month has passed since Nazi 
troops “peacefully” goosestepped into Cze- 
choslovakia, the sound of Nazi jubilation at the 
occupation of the Sudeten region has not yet sub- 
sided and we are already confronted with a new 
calamity threatening the Jews, not only of the oc- 
cupied area, but throughout the Czech republic. 
The German troops halted where Hitler wanted 
them to halt but the Nazi spirit and “ideology” 
are marching triumphantly through the length 
and breadth of the land. Daily we are informed 
of decrees and proposed legislation to limit rights 
of Jews, to prevent refugees from coming into the 
country, to impound deposits of Jews who fled 
into the interior from the Sudeten region before 
it had been occupied. Czech newspapers editor- 
ially demand that limitations be imposed on Jews 
in trades and professions. Sokol, a sport organi- 
zation with a mass following in Czechoslovakia, 
demands that Jews who had not declared them- 
selves as Czechs during the census of 1930 should 
leave the country. Rioting has been in evidence. 


Only yesterday, as the fate of Czechoslovakia 
was hanging in the balance, all progressives were 
agitated with the deepest sympathy for its people. 
Jews in particular, disinherited and persecuted, 
almost without exception, responded to the dan- 
ger threatening the Czech people who had regain- 
ed their national liberty a brief twenty years ago. 
The danger of losing that liberty and the threat 
to the democratic institutions which Czechoslo- 
vakia possessed, evoked in Jews that sincere un- 
derstanding and commiseration which can only be 
felt by people who have shared similar fates. 


It is possible to “explain”? many actions of the 
Czech government. Since Czechoslovakia was 
shamefully betrayed by its protectors, France and 
England, we can understand the readiness of ‘“‘red 
general’? Syrovy’s government to come to terms 
with Hitler and to save as much of the Czech re- 
public as possible. A government is never motiv- 
ated by noble sentiments and tender emotions. It 
represents certain interests which it aims to pro- 
tect and no one should expect it to offer sacrifices 
on the altar of ideals. 


What is horrifying is the headlong rush of the 
people of Czechoslovakia to embrace the Nazi 
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and anti-Semitic faith. The rioting, the demands 
of such popular organizations as Sokol to expel 
Jews, the tendency on the part of large sections of 
the population to ostracize their Jewish neighbors 
and the adoption of an attitude of ‘‘Czecho- 
slovakia for the Czechs and Slovaks,” these phe- 
nomena are the essence of the tragedy of our time. 
When the Czechs were betrayed at Munich, all 
progressives revolted against the Munich version 
of “peace in our time”. But now the Czechs are 
fiercely submitting, not only to German occupation 
of certain areas but also to occupation by the Nazi 
spirit for the sake of an illusory security and peace 
for themselves. Nazism is being billeted in 
Czech homes and it meets with no resistance. 
This development is even more shocking be- 
cause of its underlying implications. If within 
one month masses of Czechs can turn away from 
tolerance and democracy and can embrace intol- 
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erance as their daily bread; if, before the thirty 
days of mourning for their independence are 
over, they can turn against their neighbors who 
stood with them shoulder to shoulder in the mom- 
ent of their national trial, then the veneer of 
human decency must have been thin indeed. Had 
tolerance and human sympathy and love of free- 
dom been ingrown a little deeper they could not 
have been cast to the winds so easily. And the 
frightful question involuntarily arises: “Has the 
plague of Nazism, of intolerance, of barbarism 
already so deeply undermined even the thinking 
of people living in democratic countries that at a 
moment’s notice they are ready to shed the few 
remaining veils of civilized behavior ?” 

When in the moment of their national defeat 
the Czechs turn against their Jewish neighbors, 
Jews of the world have a right to ask with 
bitterness: ‘You too?” 


MINORITIES IN ARAB LANDS 


2 ee GRAND MUFTI and his cohorts, both 
in Palestine and abroad, are generous in their 
promises of minority rights to Jews living in Pal- 
estine if only Arab rule were established in that 
country. In these days, when minorities in nearly 
every land are trampled under foot, the protesta- 
tions of the Arab nationalists have a noble sound. 
But the Arabs rule a number of countries and it 
would not be amiss to scrutinize their treatment 
of national and religious minorities in those lands 
where they are in power. 


The Arab kingdom of Yemen contains about 
25,000 Jews—1% of the total population. The 
Jews of Yemen cannot be said to be recent intru- 
ders. They have lived in that country long before 
the Hegira. The date of their original settle- 
ment in the land is lost in the mist of ancient his- 
tory. Neither do they have any exaggerated as- 
pirations outside of the desire to live in peace. 
One might therefore logically expect a friendly 
and respectful treatment on the part of the ruling 
nation. And yet, even Hitler could learn a trick 
or two from the Imam, the ruler of Yemen. 


A list of even a few of the strictures that are 
imposed upon the Jews of Yemen by their “‘noble 
Arab” neighbors will suffice. Jews of Yemen are 
not allowed to leave the country. The property 
of those who escape illegally is confiscated by the 
government. If he engages in commerce, a Ye- 
menite Jew must pay 85% of his income in taxes; 
if he is a laborer, any Moslem may requisition his 
labor power without compensation. A Jewish 
house may not be built more than one story high 
in order to be immediately recognizable as the 
home of a Jew. When walking on the street, a 


Jew must greet every Arab that he meets; in re- 
turn the Arab is supposed to spit in the Jew’s face. 
Every Yemenite Moslem is entitled to humiliate 
and to ridicule any Jew that he happens to meet. 
Jewish orphans are seized by the government and 
placed in institutions where they are forced to be- 
come Mohammedans even when the Jewish com- 
munity is willing to provide for their needs. 


Such is the happy fate of Jews under Arab rule. 
But let no one suspect that the Arab rulers are 
“partial” to the Jews. They are equally “gener- 
ous” in their treatment of other minorities. The 
story of the Assyrians, who after the war found 
themselves under the rule of Iraq, is one of the 
most tragic chapters in recent history. Although 
they fought on the side of the Allies, and thus 
contributed to the independence of the Arab state 
of Iraq, the Assyrians received a rather cool wel- 
come at its hands. All the requests of the Assyr- 
ians to be settled in’ one area where they could 
have some local autonomy in the organization of 
their community life (the Assyrians are Christians 
and speak a different language from the Iraqi) 
proved of no avail. The friction between them 
and the Arabs increased until it culminated in the 
bloody occurrences of August, 1933. In describ- 
ing these events, the bulletin of the League of 
Nations speaks with laconic brevity: “At a place 
called Simmel, several hundred Assyrians were 
killed, while in the neighboring villages, killing, 
robbing and looting continued to take place dur- 
ing the following days.”” The Prime Minister of 
Iraq subsequently announced to the Council of 
the League of Nations that, “in the interests of 
all concerned, the happiness of the Assyrians 
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themselves .and the reputation of Iraq, it was 
necessary to find a new home elsewhere for the 
Assyrians.” A very simple statement—take these 
people out of the country or we might “‘lose con- 
trol” of ourselves, we Arabs are such hot tem- 
pered people. 


Yet the Assyrians are a very small group and 
native to that region. Certainly not even the 
most rabid Arab nationalist could have accused 
them of introducing “Bolshevism” or attempting 
to displace the Arabs from their lands. 


The position of the Christian Arabs in Leban- 
on has also been precarious throughout the years 
and it was only the direct protection of European 
Christian powers that saved them from a similar 
fate on numerous occasions. Their successful in- 
sistence on complete autonomy in the Lebanon is 
a clear indication of the trust which they place in 
the promises of Mohammedan Arabs. Remember- 
ing the history of their people, the Lebanese- 
American Federation of New England petitioned 
President Roosevelt to intercede with England 
that the doors of Palestine may be kept open for 
Jews and said: “We, the Lebanese, who have 
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been persecuted for our religion for centuries by 
conquerors of every world power, and particularly 
by Moslem invaders, sympathize with our Jewish 
brethren.” 


When Nabih el Azme, president of the Arab 
Defense Committee of Palestine, recently threat- 
ened Weizmann: “Your attitude will lead you 
and the Jews of the East to the worst of calam- 
ities shat have been written in history up to the 
present,” he gave away the whole show of “min- 
ority rigths” which Arab nationalists so tempting- 
ly display before a credulous western world. 
When he further warned: “Britain cannot defend 
you in Arab nations and in all of the East,” he 
merely echoed the Nazi statement that “Jews liv- 
ing in Germany . . . are hostages given into our 
hands by fate.’ Nazis and Arab terrorists are 
linked by a bond of “ideological” solidarity, their 
words and their actions are similar. Let no one 
be misled by their tempting offers of “peace’’ and 
fair treatment to minorities. As yet we have not 
heard of any protests from the Grand Mufti or 
his followers against the inhuman treatment of 
the Jews in Yemen or of other minorities in Arab 
countries. 


Economic Growth of Palestine 


HESE DAYS, when Zionism is threatened by 
political dangers, it is particularly pertinent 
to examine the numerous opportunities which Pal- 
estine offers for the absorption of hundreds of 
thousands of Jews from all countries of the world 
and to point to the strength of Jewish economy 
in the country which was not diminished by thirty 
months of unrest and violence. Had we been 
asked two and a half years ago whether the Jew- 
ish economic structure could withstand such a pro- 
longed period of stress, and even continue to grow 
in the meantime, we would have hesitated to give 
an afirmative answer. But now that we come to 
summarize the past, we can point out with satis- 
faction that the foundations of Jewish economy 
in Palestine were not shaken. Such changes as 
did occur were due to shifts in the economic struc- 
ture of the community when thousands of people 
left the better paid occupations of the feverish 
“prosperity” period of 1933-5 to engage in agri- 
culture and the production of consumers’ goods, 
which paid less but offered greater stability and 
security. 
This shift to lower paid occupations depressed 
the standard of living of the community and re- 
duced its buying power, but it established beyond 
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all doubt the fact that the economic structure of 
Palestine Jewry is self-supporting, that it has 
native sources of wealth and does not depend 
upon immigration and the constant import of 
capital. It has been established that Europe of- 
fers markets for goods which are produced in 
Palestine (oranges, chemicals from the Dead Sea) 


and that the internal market of the country can 
absorb the agricultural produce of the settlements. 


Two important economic surveys were con- 
ducted last year by the Economic Institute of the 
Jewish Agency. The first survey summarized the 
income and expenditure of the Jewish community 
in the country and arrived at the optimistic con- 
clusion that not only does the income equal the 
expenditure but that an annual reserve of $7,500,- 
000 is being accumulated. The second survey, 
which included the Arab sector in the country, ar- 
rived at less optimistic conclusions, due to the 
lower level of income of the Arabs. But even ac- 
cording to the second survey the Jewish commu- 
nity proved to be self-supporting when its percent- 
age in the total income and expenditure was cal- 
culated. The results of these surveys, as well as 
the previous remarks concerning the economy of 
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the country, are not in contradiction to the import 
and expért figures of Palestine. One must bear 
in mind that of the large amount of imports, most 
of which are utilized in Jewish construction activi- 
ties, the Jews consume only about $16,000,000 
worth in food products and manufactured articles. 
This sum is more than equalled by exports from 
Jewish economic enterprises. But even these im- 
ported materials could easily be provided by Pal- 
estinian agriculture and industry., An interesting 
study was made in this connection by the Palestine 
Economic Corporation (founded by Justice Louis 
D. Brandeis). This study proved that a change 
in the diet of only 25% of the community toward 
a greater use of vegetables, a diet which would 
also be more suitable to the sub-tropic Palestine 
climate, would reduce food imports by $5,000,000 
annually and would increase the demand for the 
agricultural produce of the settlements by $2,500,- 
000. The same is true of the import of manu- 
factured articles. The importation of many of 
these is to a considerable extent due to habits ante- 
dating settlement in Palestine. 


All of these calculations indicate that the pro- 
ductive possibilities are far from exhausted and 
that a considerable additional immigration could 
be accommodated by the development of the ‘exist- 
ing opportunities. But every new immigration 
brings with it additional capital and necessitates 
more construction .thus creating still greater 
sources of income. The history of Zionist activi- 
ties during the past twenty years shows not only a 
manifold increase in the population but also a 
tremendous development of the economic resources 
of the country. 


The last census of the Jewish Agency showed 
that there are 140,000 Jewish families in Pales- 
tine which are economically divided as follows: 
Agriculture 30,000 families 
Industry 30,000 ” 
Building Trades 5,000 
Gov't. Service, Security, Officials... 12,000 
Transportation 3,000 
Liberal Professions 20,000 
Commerce 40,000 

















TOTAL 140,000 families 


Is there any other country. in the world where 
the Jewish community has such a sound economic 
structure ? 

Two symptoms herald basic economic depres- 
sions: (1) an increase in unemployment and (2) 
collapse of industrial enterprises. 

With the exception of the building trade, hard- 
ly any factories closed down in Palestine. The 
few that temporarily closed their door (‘‘Asis” 
and a few others) did so due to change of owners 
and poor management. Not one bank, cooper- 
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ative, agricultural settlement, or insurance com- 
pany went out of business. Not only that, but the 
following figures will illustrate the expansion and 
growth which they experienced during this time. 


1. The deposits in the banks of Palestine amount 
to nearly $85,000,000. 


2. Industrial production will reach about $45,- 
000,000 during this year. 


. 26 million kilowatts of electric power were 
consumed during the first six months of 1938 


as against 25 million during the similar period 
in 1937. 


. The government issued construction permits 
for an area of 200,000 sq. meters during the 
first six months of 1938. 


. 32,000 telephones were in use in May, 1938 
as against 23,000 in May of the previous year. 


. 16,000 radio sets were in use in May, 1938 
as against 13,000 in May, 1937. 


. The agricultural produce of the settlements 
in 1938 is expected to exceed $15,000,000. 
The central marketing cooperative, ‘“Tenu- 
vah”’, will market about half of this. 


. 25,000 dunams of land were bought from 
Arabs during the months Jan.-June, 1938 as 
against 13,000 during the same period in 
1937. 


. The production of milk will reach 20 million 
liter in 1938. 


. During some seasons of the year, the Jewish 
settlements engaging in mixed farming pro- 
vide all the needs of the Jewish community. 


. About 14 million cases of oranges will be ex- 

ported this year as against 11 million cases 
last year. (60% of these are from Jewish 
groves. ) 


. The price of oranges will be higher this year 

due to elimination of competition between 
the exporting companies and the absence of 
Spain as an exporter. (The war in Spain 
was waged largely in its orange growing 
regions. ) 


. The currency in circulation in the country re- 
mains at its previous high level of $25,- 
000,000 


. The government revenues -during the first 
half of 1938 reached nearly twelve million 
dollars. This marks a small decline as com- 
pared with the same period in 1937, but it 
must be remembered that hardly any taxes 
were collected from Arabs. 


. Imports declined from 37 million dollars in 
the first half of 1937 to 33 million in the 
same period in 1938. This decline is due to 
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a decrease in the amount of goods coming in 
from Germany under the transfer agreement. 
The export, on the other hand, is expected 
to surpass that of last year due to the larger 
shipments of oranges and the increased de- 
mand for the products of the Palestine Potash 
Company. 

. Unemployment decreased from 8-9 thousand 
in the beginning of 1938 to 4,000 in August 
of this year. With the beginning of the 
orange picking season unemployment will be 
liquidated entirely for a while and there will 
exist a shortage of workers. 


The contracting institutions of the Histadruth 
now employ between five and six thousand 
workers. The projects carried out this year 
will amount to over one million pounds 
($5,000,000). These projects required great 
technical skill and responsibility and their suc- 
cessful completion indicates how far Jewish 
workers have progressed in this direction. 


The central consumers’ cooperative of the 
Histadruth, “‘Hamashbir’, will have a turn- 
over of about $3,500,000 this year. In its 
warehouses it carries a constant supply of 
goods to last for about four months, a very 
important factor in case of the outbreak of 
war. 


Agricultural contracting establishments (Ya- 
chin, etc.) employ thousands of workers this 
year in projects amounting to $1,500,000. 


The housing company, ‘‘Shikun”’, built about 
650 workers’ dwellings in the cities this year. 
Part of its funds it received from British 
insurance companies which continue to invest 
in Palestine. 


The Histadruth subsidiary ‘‘Nir” has realized 
about $2,500,000 from the sale of stock and 
together with the Workers’ Bank is engaged 
in the construction of workers’ dwellings in 
the villages. About 500 small houses are now 
in process of construction. Each of these is 
built on an area of two dunam which will 
enable the low paid agricultural workers to 
grow some of their own products. “Nir” also 
founded an irrigation company which success- 
fully introduced intensive farming in the 
western part of the valley of Jezreel thus 
enabling the absorption of additional hun- 
dreds of families in this area. 


The Workers’ Bank continues to act as the 
central financial instrument of numerous work- 
ers’ economic institutions which employ about 
25,000 people. The deposits in the bank, and 
in the saving. societies affliated with it, have 
grown and now amount to about $4,000,000. 
The bank continues to pay annual dividends 
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of 4%. Even during troubled 1937 the bank 
had a net profit of over $50,000. 


23. The Tel Aviv port will have handled about 
200,000 tons of goods and thousands of. pas- 
sengers by the end of 1938. Now an air port 
has been completed near Tel Aviv. 


The Histadruth was also instrumental in al- 
leviating the needs of the unemployed through 
special funds and public works. When we analyze 
the above figures we may justly conclude that in 
a short time we have succeeded in laying the 
economic foundations for the Jewish national 
home and that these foundations are firm enough 
to withstand even difficult periods and to afford 
to multitudes the refuge which they so sorely need. 
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The Harlem Employment “Agreement” 


-—aploade THE Uptown Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Greater New York Co-ordin- 
ating Committee signed a so-called “agreement” 
which was supposed to open new employment op- 
portunities for Negro workers in Harlem. Since 
public announcement of the ‘agreement’? was 
made, there has been considerable discussion and 
a very healthy and alarmingly wide difference of 
opinion among the people of Harlem regarding 
the merits of said “agreement”’. 


The birth of the Negro Labor Committee in 
1935 gave tremendous impetus to the economic 
awakening of the Negro masses. This awakening 
has resulted in a phenomental growth of trade 
unionism in the Harlem area. Through the ef- 
forts of the Negro Labor Committee, the earning 
power of Negro Harlem has been considerably 
raised and the total number of employed Negro 
workers greatly increased. 


From the very outset the Negro Labor Com- 
mittee predicated its position upon the following 
two principles: (1) That the business institutions 
in Harlem which derive their strength and sup- 
port from the purchasing power of Harlem’s pop- 
ulation should as a matter of simple justice, give 
wider employment opportunities to the people of 
Harlem. (2) That both Negro and white work- 
ers in Harlem should be united in the bonafide 
trade union movement on a basis of absolute 
equality. While this position is sound morally as 
well as economically, a great disservice can be 
done to the people of Harlem unless great care 
and moderation are exercised in relation to point 
No. 1. No benefit can come to Negro workers in 
Harlem if their increased employment opportu- 
nities there are gained at the expense of decreased 
employment in areas outside of Harlem. While 
most Negro workers live in Harlem, an over- 
whelming majority of them work outside of Har- 
lem. As a matter of fact, if all available positions 
in Harlem were manned by qualified Negro work- 
ers, the bulk of Negro workers would still be un- 
employed. 


Prior to the “agreement” between the Co-or- 
dinating Committee and the Harlem merchants, 
announcement was made that a similar “agree- 
ment” had been entered into by the Co-ordinating 
Committee and the Consolidated Gas and Electric 
Company. Under the terms of that “agreement,” 
three or four Negro workers were to be given 
white-collar jobs in the Company’s office in Har- 
lem. Upon examination we find however, that 
the Negro workers taken into the Harlem office 
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were transferred from the 14th Street office of | 
the Company where they had been long employed 
as porters.. After transferring these men, the 
Company proceeded immediately to fill their 
places with white workers. The net result of the 
“agreement” was that the number of Negro 
workers employed by the Consolidated was not 
increased, but the number of whites was, and a 
precedent was established which can prove of 
great harm to the employment aspirations of 
Negro workers in New York City. Under no cir- 
cumstances, can intelligent labor be a party to any 
proposition which tends to accept the utterly false 
and grossly unsocial principle that the employment 
of Negroes should be confined to the area in which 
Negroes are segregated. 

People, who have been following the weird 
course of recent propaganda schools of revolution 
in America, will recognize immediately the simil- 
arity between that false and unsocial principle and 
the once much publicized program of self-deter- 
mination in the Black Belt. This latter program 
was so thoroughly exposed for the harmful thing 
it was that its promoters apparently have decided 
upon a change of garment while they pursue the 
same objectionable aim. We who know America 
know that if the argument of self-determination 
in the Black Belt is accepted in principle, the re- 
sult would be that whenever a Negro had, for in- 
stance, political ambitions for any office high or 
low, he would be forced by logic to seek gratifica- 
tion of these ambitions in the Black Belt, and by 
the same token, he would be considered an impos- 
tor if he sought to satisfy any of his legitimate 
ambitions for equality with all other Americans 
in areas outside of the Black Belt. Intelligent 
Negroes and their emancipated white friends 
have long objected to the creation and mainten- 
ance of Black Belts, just as intelligent Jews have 
been opposed to being confined to any given area 
or ghetto. That such limitations of movements 
have their danger is obvious from the record. 
These segregated cesspools have sooner or later 
become the cross upon which every legitimate as- 
piration of the segregated group for equality and 
justice has been crucified. It should be sufficient 
only to point out that in certain sections of Brook- 
lyn where Jewish citizens are concentrated, the 
number of votes necessary to elect a Congress- 
man, equals, and in some instances surpasses the 
number of votes necessary to elect Governors in 
certain states. In Harlem, a similar injustice has 
long been heaped upon the bent shoulders of the 
Negro. 
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The Negro Labor Committee holds to the con- 
viction that ‘while it is important to secure increas- 
ed employment for Negro workers inside and out- 
side of the Harlem area, nevertheless, it is of 
even greater importance to secure for Negro 
workers, wages and working conditions that 
would enable them to rise to greater social, econ- 
omic and cultural heights. Thus we have been, 
and will continue to stress, trade unionism as the 
only immediate agency by which these goals can 
be realized. As a result of this carefully consid- 
ered course, Harlem can now boast of a trade 
union army of nearly 50,000 united Negro and 
white workers. Our success, however, has given 
rise to the sudden appearance of all types and 
stripes of “Incorporated Unions”, “Employment 
Committees” and so forth, willing to supply 
Negro workers for wages and working standards 
below union levels. Upon one of our crowded 
street corners in Harlem not so long ago, a young 
Negro was passing out circulars bearing the “Star 
of Israel” as ‘‘the key to better jobs” and inviting 
the Negro to “drop the Cross for the Star”. 
“More jobs await you”. ‘The Jewish people will 
give you more and better jobs if you will accept 
their faith which is the religion of your fore- 
fathers Israel Yarash Adama.” The circular was 
signed “Dharana” “leader of United Israel.” 
This is indicative of the extent to which economic 
thinking has penetrated the thought stream of 
Harlem. It is also indicative of the activities of 
certain parasitic elements which more or less flour- 
ish in all segregated areas, to exploit this aroused 
economic thinking. 


Simultaneously with the Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee, a number of experienced labor leaders and 
public spirited people of -Harlem, created the 
Harlem Job Committee based upon the following 
ten points: 

1. To provide a greater measure of employ- 
ment for Negro workers in the institutions 
and establishments which are sustained by 
the purchasing power of the Negro. 


2. All jobs obtained must provide a standard 
living wage equal to that prevailing at the 
time of employment. 


3. Wherever Negroes obtain jobs and union 
conditions prevail, the Negro workers 
must be, or must become members of the 
established union. 


4. Workers are to be hired on the qualifying 
standards set by the employer. 


5. Applicants for employment shall not be 
confined to any organization or individual. 


6. Employment of Negroes outside of the 
Harlem ‘area must not be sacrificed for 
any possible local increases. 
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7. Any increase in employment of Negroes 
in Harlem must be accomplished without 
the victimization of white workers. 


8. The Harlem Job Committee shall charge 
no fee, or in any way exact profit of any 
kind from any employer or employee. 


9. In pursuance of the above objectives the 
Committee will secure and utilize the co- 
operation and support of all responsible 
institutions and organizations in Harlem. 


10. The Harlem Job Committee will cooper- 
ate with those employers recognizing the 
justice of the Committee’s objectives. The 
Committee, will, however, utilize every 
legal and recognized means to obtain its 
aims, in cases where employers either fail 
or are unwilling to cooperate. 


Anyone familiar with the labor movement, af- 
ter examining these 10 points, will appreciate the 
eagerness of the organized Harlem merchants to 
sign an “agreement” with the Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee and not with the Job Committee. Upon 
examination of the articles of the ‘‘agreement” 
one is struck by the fact that, of the more than 21 
articles comprising the ‘‘agreement,” very few of 
them are in language clear and unambiguous. 
Those articles which do not come within this char- 
acterization are rather significant. In Article VII 
the organized merchants pledge themselves, 
where ‘‘stores operate under a closed shop agree- 
ment with a recognized Union” to use their influ- 
ence to see that Negro workers are not denied 
membership in the unions. In Article X, the 
merchants and the Co-ordinating Committee ag- 
ree to settle among themselves all disputes “aris- 
ing in connection with the employment of Neg- 
roes.” In Article III, the Co-ordinating Commit- 
tee pledges itself to oppose “‘picketing’’ against 
all stores. In Article IV, it also agrees to “boost 
the Negro patronage of stores.” While in Ar- 
ticle V, the Co-ordinating Committee pledges it- 
self to work for the “elimination” of all other 
agencies advocating increased employment for 
Negroes—.” 


Careful reading of the above articles cannot 
fail to leave in the mind of an experienced trade 
unionist two convictions. (1) That, granting the 
well-meaning purpose of the people behind the 
Co-ordinating Committee, their lack of under- 
standing and experience in negotiating economic 
agreements have resulted in their being placed in 
a position as potential opponents of the advanc- 
ing trade union movement among Negroes. (2) 
That the organized merchants, in pursuance of 
their economic interest, desire an agency which, 
under the banner of popularity, can be utilized by 
them to advance their objective. 
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Since the signing of the “agreement,”’ however, 
some unforeseen obstacles have arisen in the path- 
way of the “agreement.” The Harlem Labor 
Union, Inc., has taken advantage of its member- 
ship in the Co-ordinating Committee and has been 
giving many embarrassing moments to both the 
Committee and some merchants. At a mass meet- 
ing held under the aegis of the Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee, prior to the ‘‘agreement”’, the leader of 
this ‘Incorporated Union” was one of the main 
speakers. His entire speech was an attack upon 
the trade union movement. Nightly spokesmen 
of this “Incorporated Union” can be heard from 
step-ladders in vitriolic tirades against white- 
unions, against Jews and against every and any- 
thing white. Many merchants have been “shaken 
down”’ and many Negro and white union men have 
been victimized. Many establishments that re- 
fused to comply have been picketed even though 
an overwhelming majority of their employees were 
Negroes and members of a bona-fide union. Other 
establishments employing no Negro or Union 
workers have escaped picketing by the simple 


HE WORLD MOSLEM CONGRESS at 

Cairo, Egypt, which concluded its sessions on 
the eleventh of October, was an event of far- 
reaching international significance. This momen- 
tous gathering of the representatives of the Mos- 
lem populations of various countries — Egypt, 
Arabia, Iraq, Persia, Afghanistan, India, China 
and other lands—deliberated on the issue of pro- 
moting Moslem solidarity in the field of politics, 
with the object of furthering the cause of Pan- 
Islamism with all its implications. 

As an immediate objective the Congress dir- 
ected its energy to support the cause of Arab 
Nationalism. It has been reported that the Con- 
gress adopted the following resolutions regarding 
the British administration in Palestine :— 

1. The Balfour Declaration is to be considered 
null and void. 2. Jewish immigration into Pales- 
tine must cease. 3. Partition of Palestine is unac- 
ceptable. 4. The British Mandate must be abol- 
ished and Anglo-Palestine relations established on 
-a basis similar to Anglo-Iraqi relations (Brit- 
ain’s Mandate over Iraq was terminated October 
4, 1932 when Iraq was admitted to the League of 
Nations as an independent country. By the exist- 
ing Anglo-Iraqi treaty, Iraq is virtually an ally 
of Britain.). 5. A parliamentary government is 
to be set up in Palestine. 6. Jews now resident in 





The World Moslem Congress 


means of paying off. The situation has reached 
a stage where many of the merchants who at first 
covertly encouraged the incorporated union are 
now in rebellion against its activities. A promi- 
nent Harlem merchant has remarked that it is 
the intention of the Uptown merchants to oppose 
renewing ‘union contracts, preferring instead to 
deal with the Co-ordinating Committee. Unless 
some action is forthcoming from the City authori- 
ties, it is likely that Harlem is destined to experi- 
ence another race riot. 

In the meantime, the seventy-odd unions affl- 
iated with the Negro Labor Committee continue 
to serve the organized labor movement in the 
same capacity as the United Hebrew Trades 
serves the Jewish worker and as the’ Women’s 
Trade Union League serves women workers. 
The unions afhliated-with the Negro Labor Com- 
mittee are both A. F. of L. and C.I.O. Our aim 
is to organize and guide Negro workers into the 
bona-fide trade unions and to promote the solid- 
arity of both Negro and white labor. From this 
enlightened objective nothing can deter us. 


® by Taraknath Das 


Palestine are to be considered Palestinian citizens. 
7. Governments of the countries represented at 
the Moslem Congress are to be asked to assist the 
dependents of Arabs killed in the Palestine dis- 
turbances. 8. Arabs interned and deported are to 
be freed and allowed to return at once. 9. A com- 
mittee of congress delegates is to be formed to pro- 
ceed to London immediately to submit these resolu- 
tions to the British Government.” 

Thus the Moslems of Palestine, through this 
congress, declared to the world, and especially to 
Great Britain, that they had enlisted the support 
of the Islamic world against the Zionists, who are 
trying to carry out the program of establishing a 
Jewish National Home in Palestine, as assured by 
Great Britain and her allies in the World War 
(including the United States of America) and as 
proclaimed to the world in the Balfour Declara- 
tion. This Congress was interested in forcing the 
British Government to abandon the cause of the 
establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine, 
through political pressure, even as Herr Hitler, 
supported by SignorgMussolini, through political 
and military pressure induced the British and 
French governments to desert the Republic of 
Czechoslovakia, which was of their own creation. 

Unless a miracle happens history might repeat 


itself in the Near East. After the World War, 
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the British Government once championed the 
cause of the Greeks in Asia Minor. But when 
the Turkish nationalists under the leadership of 
Mustapha Kemal Pasha and aided by France, 
Russia and Italy and supported by the Islamic 
world—especially seventy million Moslems of 
India in co-operation with nationalist Hindus led 
by Mahatma Gandhi—waged a successful war 
against the Greeks, then Britain not only deserted 
the Greeks, who counted on her aid, but was also 
forced to conclude the Treaty of Lausanne by 
which Turkey won her new international status of 
unabridged sovereignty. Here it may be noted 
that the pressure from India through the Khali- 
phate Movement was a deciding factor in Tur- 
key’s gaining a diplomatic victory at Lausanne. 
Lord Curzon, then Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Great Britain, was opposed to any far- 
reaching concession to the Turks. But Earl Read- 
ing, then Viceroy of India, was convinced that un- 
less certain concessions were made to Turkey thus 
allaying the anti-British agitation of the Indian 
Moslems, who made a common cause with the 
Hindus, the very existence of British rule in India 
might have been endangered. As a British pat- 
riot and far-seeing statesman he communicated his 
views to the late Mr. Montague, then Secretary 
of State for India, who was also convinced of the 
necessity of winning the support of the Moslem 
world toward the maintenance of the British Em- 
pire in Asia and Africa. To secure the support of 
the British public and to overcome the opposition 
of the British Foreign Office, Mr. Montague 
took the daring step of publishing this confidential 
report from the Viceroy of India without the con- 
sent of the British Cabinet. For this act of pat- 
riotic service to the cause of the British Empire, 
(which was regarded as indiscretion and which 
certainly embarrassed Lord Curzon) Mr. Mon- 
tague was forced to resign his post, although the 
Government followed his policy of conciliation 
with the Islamic World, especially with Turkey 
and the Moslems of India. It may be recorded, 
that these two British Jews were instrumental in 
serving the cause of amity between the Islamic 
World and the British Empire, as once Disraeli 
was instrumental in saving Turkey from the men- 
ace of Russia. Since the signing of the Treaty of 
Lausanne, much has happened in the field of Ang- 
lo-Turkish relations and today Turkey is sought 
by Britain as a virtual ally. 


The present Arab revolt in Palestine has re- 
ceived consistent support from Fascist Italy which 
is challenging British supremacy in the Mediter- 
ranean. It has also received every encourage- 
ment from Nazi Germany which is anxious to em- 
barrass Britain in Asia Minor, so that Britain 
would not be able to interfere in the affairs of 
Central Europe. It seems that Soviet Russia, be- 
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cause of its opposition to Zionism and for reasons 
of international politics — Anglo-Russian rivalry 
in Asia—is not opposed to a vigorous Arab 
nationalism which might embarrass Great Britain. 
Thus the Arabs are receiving support from Italy, 
Germany, Russia and possibly from France which 
is not opposed to Arab aspirations as long as their 
own interests in Syria may not be threatened. 
(This is evident from the fact that the Grand 
Mufti of Palestine, a fugitive from justice, lives 
in safety in Syria and is directing the revolt 
against the British authority in Palestine.) Fur- 
thermore, the Arabs are securing support from 
the Islamic world, especially India. It is rather 
interesting to note that the Arabs have used their 
Moslem compatriots in India to secure the coop- 
eration of the All India National Congress, par- 
ticularly its Hindu leaders such as Mahatma Gan- 
dhi and Pandit Nehru. These Hindu leaders 
naively believe, that by supporting the Pan-Islamic 
activities of Indian Moslem politicians and Arab 
nationalists, they would be able to further the 
cause of Hindu-Moslem unity and therefore also 
the cause of Indian freedom. (I sincerely believe 
that the Hindu leaders are acting as political 
opportunists and in the long run they will be the 
victims of Pan-Islamism. ) 


Before the signing of the Treaty of Lausanne, 
the Moslems of India used the Hindus to further 
their cause of Pan-Islamism and successfully used 
pressure on the British Government. At that 
time they emphasized four distinct points: 1. Op- 
position to dismemberment of Turkey to satisfy 
the imperialistic designs of Western Powers. 
(They did not oppose the creation of Arab States 
at the expense of the Ottoman Empire.) 2. Ter- 
ritories containing Moslem holy places must not 
be removed from Moslem control. 3. Self-deter- 
mination of the Turkish people and 4. for the 
sake of world peace, Britain must not work against 
the interests of the Islamic world. It is interest- 
ing to note that now a similar cry has been raised 
in India in favor of Arab nationalism and against 
Zionism. 

Due to the pressure of the Islamic world—In- 
dia in particular—and also due to the unfavorable 
situation of Britain in world politics (Anglo- 
French rivalry in the Near East and Anglo-Rus- 
sian as well as Anglo-Italian hostility in general) 
British statesmen had to grant the Turkish de- 
mands at Lausanne. British officials and even 
military authorities then argued in the following 
way :— 

“In a clash between the East and the West the British 

Empire will be at the very centre of the picture and such 

a crash should be avoided. The interests we have got 

you can represent shortly in two words, India and Islam. 

India stands for some 400,000,000 people, and it stands 


for the deep abiding permanence of Hinduism, which 
is a real force, and for Islam, which in India represents 
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a powerful and war-like minority who have been loyal 
to us in the past and a prop of our power. Outside 
India, Islam stands for a great common cord of sym- 
wm that stretches from the heart of Central Asia, 
rom China and Chinese Turkestan, through Bokhara 
and Samarkand, right across to the Atlantic ocean at the 

Straits of Gibraltar in North Africa and to the Danube 

in Europe. Now, unless we, the British Empire, the 

British Commonwealth of Nations, can in some way act 

as mediators, and in some way provide a common plat- 

form for East and West, I cannot see how that clash is 
ever to be avoided.”’* 

Sir Alfred Hamilton Grant held that Britain 
should see to it that the Islamic world should not 
be united against her. He once said: 

“We have great interests and a great deal of obliga- 
tions from the Mediterranean to the China seaboard; 
and if we are to safeguard those interests it is important 
that Islam should be a friend and not an enemy.”** 


As a result of the Munich Conference where 
Mr. Chamberlain bought Peace at a very high 
price, the German economic empire has already 
penetrated into Turkey, upsetting some of the 
British calculations in the Near East, the road to 
India. Signor Mussolini’s prestige among the 
Moslems of Africa—even among the Egyptians 
—and in Palestine has vastly increased with the 
recognition of the Italian conquest of Abyssinia 
by France and Great Britain. With the fall of 
Canton to the Japanese, British prestige has been 
seriously impaired in the Far East and India. 
Now British imperialists of all political parties 
will advocate that they must not antagonize the 
Moslems of India, Afghanistan, Chinese Turkes- 
tan, Persia, Iraq, Arabia, Egypt and even Turkey. 
Thus when the report of the Palestine Commis- 
sion on Partition will be published within a few 
weeks, the Jews of the world should not be sur- 
prised if Britain, to demonstrate her special 
friendship for the Islamic world and in an attempt 
to check the growing influence of Herr Hitler and 
Signor Mussolini in the Islamic world, deserts the 
Zionist cause and forgets her solemn pledge to the 
Jews and the world at large. If this happens it 
will be a victory for those who organized the 
World Moslem Congress to mobilize the potential 
strength of the Islamic world. It will give a tre- 
mendous impetus to Pan-Islamism. 


It is my firm conviction that in spite of the 
growing oppression of the Jews all over the world 
and the possibility of impending disaster which 
might be caused by a British betrayal of the Jews, 
the Jewish people would survive. They probably 
will learn to turn their defeat into victory; in the 
future, they may even be able to convert their pres- 
ent enemies into friends. But Indian politicians 
should carefully ponder whether the sacrifice of 
the Jews, and thus the cause of human decency to 
the anti-Zionist aspirations of Arab nationalism 
and Pan-Islamism would help the cause of real 
freedom in India. 


* Britain and Islamic Asia by Major Arthur Moore; in the Journal of 
Central fists Society, Vol. 10 (1923) page 4. 
id. p. 17. 
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STATUS OF JEWS 


IN RUMANIA 
®@ by Oscar Leonard 


Lipo MINORITIES law proclaimed by King 


.Carol has complicated the problem of the 
Jews in Rumania. When the liberal provisions 
of the law became known abroad, particularly in 
English-speaking countries, the Jews heaved a 
sigh of relief. A ray of hope seemed to penetrate 
the dark clouds which hang so menacingly over 
Jews in most European countries. Only a few 
brief months previous to the proclamation of the 
minorities law, the Goga-Cuza government was 
making the infamous Nuerenberg laws the model 
for Rumania. The.words “equality before the 
law,” taken from the King’s proclamation, had a 
fine sound. One almost thought history had turn- 
ed back a century to the time when countries vied 
with one another to give the Jews~an equal status. 


‘ 


Persons living outside Rumania, particularly 
those unaccustomed to the evasions at which Ru- 
manian governments have been adept, took it for 
granted that the provisions of the minority law 
would apply to the Jews. Logically, either the 
Jews are Rumanians, politically speaking, or they 
are not. If they are Rumanians, why the discrim- 
ination in the professions, in schools, universities, 
etc.? If they are not Rumanians then they surely 
must be regarded as a minority group, in which 
case the provisions applying to all minorities must 
also apply to them. 


What are the provisions of the minorities law 
proclaimed last August? The most important of 
these are given here as translated from the Mon- 
itorul Official (the Official Monitor), correspond- 
ing to our Congressional Record. 


A General Commissariat for Minorities, under 
the direct jurisdiction of the Cabinet is created. 
This new department has complete charge of all 
matters pertaining to minorities. The Commis- 
sioner has a right to call upon all departments of 
the government to facilitate his work. The Min- 
orities Commissariat “must take into account that 
all Rumanians, irrespective of ethnic origin or re- 
ligious affiliation, are in duty bound to regard the 
Country as the most important basis of their 
existence.” 


“Rumanian citizens, irrespective of language, 
race or religion are equal before the law, to 
which they owe respect and obedience. 


“Existing laws assure to all Rumanian citizens, 
irrespective of language, race or religion, the 
same civic and political rights, equality of treat- 
ment and guarantees of safety. 
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Consequently : 


a) “Rumanian minority citizens are free to use 
their mother tongue in connection with religious 
worship, press, in personal and commercial con- 
tacts as well as in meetings and reunions as auth- 
orized by the laws and statutes. Such minorities 
will be facilitated in the use of their mother 
tongue before law courts. 

b) “Minority citizens benefit, under the same 
conditions with other citizens, in their right to es- 
tablish, conduct and supervise at their own ex- 
pense, charitable, religious and social agencies as 
well as schools or other educational institutions 
where their own language may be used, and to 
exercise their religious practices in accordance 
with the law.” (Articles of the Constitution and 
regulations are then cited. ) 

c) “In localities where a large part of the popu- 
lation is made up of minority citizens, the educa- 
tional, religious or charitable institutions founded 
by such citizens, in accordance with the law, shall 
receive an equitable share of the sums appropriat- 
ed for educational, religious and charitable institu- 
tions from the State budget or from local budgets, 
taking into account, of course, the existing similar 
State institutions intended for the same minorities. 

d) “In connection with public education in local- 
ities occupied by large numbers of such minorities, 
the Government assures the minorities all facilities 
to enable the children of such citizens to receive 
. their instruction in the language of such minorities 
in Government schools. 

And finally, 

e) “Rumanian citizens of the minority groups 
may practice their professions under the same con- 
ditions that apply to all citizens of the land, being 
entitled to hold public office, etc.” 

These are the essential provisions of the Min- 
orities Law. The rest of the law refers to the 
functions of the commissariat in connection with 
the enforcement of these significant provisions. 

What caused King Carol to proclaim so liberal 
a minorities law in days of reaction? Why this 
change of front, so soon after the dark days of 
the Goga administration? It must be remember- 
ed that Goga came into power not by popular 
vote. He was handed the premiership by King 
Carol. Why then the sudden generosity toward 
minorities ? 

Prof. Silviu Dragomir, Commissioner General 
for Rumanian Minorities, indicates the answer. 
In an interview in The London Times shortly af- 
ter his appointment he said that more than 25% 
of Rumania’s population consists of minorities. 
Something had to be done to gain the good will of 
these minorities. King Carol took cognizance of 
what was happening in the neighboring countries 
where minorities began to grumble. He became 
aware of the intrigues of the German and Italian 
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dictators. Something had to be done for the min- 


orities. More than five million minority people, 
in a total population of some eighteen million, 
represent a significant force. 

Prof. Dragomir divides these minorities into 
those who form “compact masses” and those who 
are scattered. The Magyars form the most im- 
portant group with their almost one million and a 
half. There are 750,000 Germans and almost 
600,000 Ruthenians. 

According to Prof. Dragomir Jews are the 
third group in importance. He says there are 
757,000 Jews in the country, or a little over 4%. 
This is the first time a government official admits 
that Rumania has fewer than one million Jews. 
Goga placed the number at more than two million, 
the King at one million and a half while the of- 
ficial statistical bureau spoke of the number Prof. 
Dragomir mentions now. 

There are those who say that the new Minor- 
ities Commissioner, thinking that the minorities 
provisions might apply to Jews, was eager to es- 
tablish the smaller rather than the exaggerated 
number of Jews. But that is another story. 

Dr. Dragomir really does not know, even at 
this late date, whether the Jews are a minority 
group or not. He says that, while there was a 
Jewish problem in ‘Old Rumania’”—meaning pre- 
war Rumania with its population of five million— 
it was not a minority problem. The Jews of Old 
Rumania, in Dragomir’s words, “were assimilated 
linguistically and never tended to constitute them- 
selves into a separate national group. Only after 
1918, when they were reinforced by additional 
contingents from newly acquired provinces, groups 
differing linquistically (Magyarized and German- 
ized Jews), did our Jews begin to think of them- 
selves as an ethnic minority.” 


Prof. Dragomir refers to the mass of Jews in 
the territories which had been Austria, Russia, 
Hungary, etc. A good deal of the leadership in 
Jewish life in integrated Rumania after the war 
came from Jews who had been part of Austria. 
They had been accustomed to political life while 
the Rumanian Jews, not having had political 
rights, were not. These Jewish leaders were ac- 
customed to Austrian recognition of minorities in 
politics. The Jews in old Rumania always fought 
for equal political rights but never desired recog- 
nition as a minority group. They wanted to be 
Rumanians. 

Under the circumstances Prof. Dragomir finds 
it rather difficult to decide where to classify the 
Jews. As a matter of fact the Jews themselves 
do not agree that they are a minority group. 
There are Jewish factions. who would prefer to be 
regarded as Rumanians before the law. They do 
not ask for a special status. 
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In this connection a series of articles by Em. 
Socor is of particular interest.* Mr. Socor is a 
liberal. As such he prefers to see the Jews in 
Rumania receive equal treatment as citizens rather 
than as a group apart. He says that the Jews dif- 
fer from the Magyars, Germans, Bulgarians and 
other minority groups in Rumania. These groups 
live in compact masses on certain territories which 
at one time or another, for historic reasons, be- 
longed to other countries of which they were 


citizens. These groups have their own lan- 
guages. They have attachments to a country of 
origin. All of these factors must be reckoned 
with. 


But the situation of the Jews is different. Mr. 
Socor says the Jews have no commion language. 
He cites the fact that the Jews in Rumania regard 
German, Hungarian, Russian and Rumanian as 
their mother tongues. While some speak Yiddish, 
not even all Jews of old Rumania speak that lan- 
guage. As for a common territory, the Jews, he 
says, have none. Nor can they be said to have an 
attachment to an existing national state of their 
own. Palestine, which might have been claimed 
as such under certain conditions, cannot now be 
regarded as a Jewish national state since it has no 
such status. Even if Palestine were a recognized 
state, not all Jews would feel themselves a part 
of it. 

What then, according to Mr. Socor, is the solu- 
tion? He says that Jews should be regarded as 
part of the minority groups among whom they 
live and have lived before the war. In other 
words, those who were Hungarian citizens before 
Transylvania became part of Rumania, should be 
regarded as Hungarians. Those who lived among 
other minority groups should be considered as be- 
longing to them. As such they should partake of 
the rights and privileges allotted to such groups. 

Simple, is it not? Minority rights for any 
group but the Jews. If they ask to be regarded 
as Magyars in Transylvania, they will be looked 
upon as enemies of Rumania by the Rumanians in 
Transylvania. If they insist on being Rumanian, 
the Magyars, who form a compact majority in 
Transylvania, will persecute them as _anti- 
Magyars. 

Even if the status quo remains, the Jews will be 
the sufferers. If the status quo changes, as it did 
in Czechoslovakia, woe unto the children of Israel. 

If Rumania actually gave the Jews the choice of 
being either Rumanians or a separate minority 
group, one might argue one way or another. But 
no such choice seems to be given to them at pres- 
ent. They are suspended somewhere between be- 





* Socor’s articles appeared in Lumea Romanesca (The Rumanian 
World), as liberal a publication as is permitted in Rumania today. Socor 
was a leader in the Socialist movement when there was one in Rumania. 
He accused Prof. Cuza, the anti-Semitic leader, of plagiarizing a German 
book, the work on which Cuza obtained his professorship. Socor won the 
case although Cuza retained his professorship. 
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ite anti-Jewishness not been allowed to blow un- 
disturbed in Rumania, the problem would have 
been easy of solution. But the millions spent in 
Rumania by Hitler agents have spread a poison 
not easily cured or counteracted. The result is 
that even'a somewhat benevolent dictatorship, like 
that of King Carol, cannot suddenly declare the 
Jews to be Rumanians and to allow them an equal 
status with ethnic Rumanians, whatever that may 
mean. 


With the uncertainty in the Balkans today, no 
one can even presume to foretell what will happen 
tomorrow in the matter of solving the Jewish 
problem even partially. Nor must we forget, that 
even while he was speaking for English consump- 


tion, Prof. Dragomir indicated that the Jews must | 


be handicapped economically. As he put it: 


“There is too great a preponderance of Jews in 
the financial, industrial and commercial life of the 
country. This necessitates measures on the part 
of the Rumanian government. The government 
must aid the Rumanian elements to make place for 
themselves in the economic life of the country.” 

Of course one might ask: “If Jews are not a 
minority group and are Rumanian citizens, in 
what way do they harm the country by their finan- 
cial, commercial or industrial activity?” 


Whatever may happen in connection with the 
minorities law as far as Jews are concerned, at 
this moment we must admit that the situation of 
the Jews in Rumania is better than that of hun- 
dreds of thousands of our people in what used to 
be more civilized countries. How long it will re- 
main so only the future can tell. Any human be- 
ing who ventures to prophesy today should be 
examined by an alienist. 
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The Pan-Arab Movement 


i. 

VEN WHEN separatist tendencies gained the 

upper hand in the Arab countries and exag- 
gerated ‘‘Pan-Arab” dreams were abandoned, 
England did not cease to act as a centralizing 
agent and to iron out the differences among them. 
This policy was followed by England not out of 
love for peace, but to prevent other powers from 
utilizing the existing conflicts. The relations be- 
tween Ibn Saud and the ruler of Yemen, the situa- 
tion in the Hadramaut and other Arabic princip- 
alities within the sphere of influence of Aden, are 
illuminating examples of this policy. Through 
the Asiatic agreement between Turkey, Iran, Iraq 
and Afganistan England succeeded in gaining the 
confidence of the Moslem countries of the near 
and middle East. In supporting the plan for an 
Arab alliance between Iraq, Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen, England seeks to attain a similar favor- 
able position in the Arab countries. The coun- 
tries of the Asiatic agreement have now assumed 
the task of persuading Egypt to join and thus to 
complete the organization of the Moslem states 
from the Black Sea to the Suez and from India to 
the Red Sea under the aegis of Great Britain. 
The Asiatic agreement and the Arab alliance are 
being forged by England as a defense against Ital- 
ian aggression in the Near East and as an organ- 
ized support in time of war. ' 


Even if the problem of the Jewish National 
Home, which “interferes” with British policy, 
should remain the official basis of English rule in 
Palestine, there will still remain many influential 
persons in London who will seek to “incorporate” 
the Jewish National Home into the general policy 
of Arabic orientation. The plan of Nuri Said to 
nullify the Balfour declaration, to establish an 
Arab government in Palestine and‘ to grant the 
Jews a status of a minority with limited opportu- 
nities of immigration into other Arab countries, 
reveals many of the forces that are operating to- 
day in Arabic politics. 


The government of Iraq would welcome every 
plan for the annexation of Palestine and Trans- 
Jordan. This “imperialist” attitude is not new 
and similar ambitions were harbored by the Iraqi 
even during the rule of Feisal. We may also as- 
sume that the plan of Nuri Said—insofar as it 
aims to do away with the Balfour Declaration, or 
at least to prevent the partition of Palestine—was 
supported by the Mufti. The Mufti is not inter- 
ested in any final solution of the Palestine prob- 
lem. Any radical solution would deprive him of 


@ by Mizra Khan 


the instrument which raised him to the level of a 
world famous political figure from the obscurity of 
local leadership. But he will favor any action 
which tends to weaken the power of the Jews in 
Palestine, Zionism and the National Home, with- 
out committing himself to the Nuri Said plan in 
its entirety. 


But to the extent that such a plan may be favor- 
ably considered in England, it will meet with the 
opposition of France and Ibn Saud. Ibn Saud 
views this plan as an attempt of Irak to extend its 
borders at the expense of Palestine and Trans- 
Jordan and to serve the aggrandizement of the 
Iraq rulers whom he hates. He fears that a new 
Arab kingdom may be established as a result of 
the partition of Palestine under the rule of Emir 
Abdallah. He doubly resents the possibility of a 
much larger kingdom that would include Iraq. 
Ibn Saud is ready to support only that Pan-Arab 
scheme which would enlarge the area under his 
rule. 


Nor would France agree to a Pan-Arab scheme 
which would remove Syria from under its influence 
or would leave it isolated and surrounded by a 
union of Arab states under British protection. 
As a result of German and Italian activities in 
North Africa, there are numerous Frenchmen 
who demand a more active policy among the 
Arabs. Some of these wish to transform Syria 
into a focal point for an independent French pol- 
icy among the Arabs. This policy may even run 
contrary to that of England. We may therefore 
expect a rapprochement between Syria and Ibn 
Saud—a plan which has long been sympathetically 
considered by influential Syrian nationalists. 

Behind the great interest and activity exhibited 
by England, Italy and France in the Near East, 
behind the superficial veil of Arab national renais- 
sance, there operate forces of separatism, compet- 
ition and envy. Pan-Arab plans are supported or 
rejected as they conform or conflict with local and 
dynastic aspirations. This situation is exploited 
by wide awake and interested powers. 


II. 


We must not from the outset reject the possib- 
ility of the establishment of a large Arab state at 
the hands of a conqueror who might utilize a fav- 
orable international situation for his purpose. But 
we must not assume that such an eventuality would 
be passively acquiesced in by the Arab states con- 
cerned. On the contrary, there is every reason to 
believe that the Arab countries would oppose such 
an attempt at achieving unity. 
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If we assume for the moment that Ibn Saud 
was to attempt to extend the borders of his king- 
dom at the expense of Iraq, Syria and the Leban- 
on, then he would meet with sharp resistance not 
only from the French and English who have defin- 
ite interests in these lands. To each one of the 
three states named, Ibn Saud represents the rule of 
the Bedouin which does not fit the needs of a mod- 
ern state. The fanaticism of the Wahabites of Ara- 
bia would arouse the Shiites of Irak to a war of 
defense of their religion. In case of defeat, the 
Shiites, who constitute over half the population of 
Iraq, would prefer to join their coreligionists in 
Iran, rather than remain under the rule of the 
Wahabite Ibn Saud. The Kurds in Syria and 
Iraq would oppose their own national concentra- 
tion against that of the Arabs in order to preserve 
the privileges which they at present enjoy in Iraq 
and also to obtain support from the Kurds resid- 
ing in Turkey and Iran. The majority of the 
Bedouin tribes residing in Iraq would also oppose 
such an expansion by Ibn Saud. 

Ibn Saud would meet with no less resistance 
were he to attempt to dominate Syria. Aside 
from the religious and sectarian factors, which are 
just as strong in Syria as they are in Iraq, there is 
an additional motive. The inhabitants of Syria 
will not consent to bear the burdens of a state 
whose capital is Riadh or Mecca and not Damas- 
cus. With a standard of living that is already low 
enough, the Syrians would not consent to lower it 
still further, as they would have to if united with 
Arabia, whose economy is primitive and poor. 
The nationalists of Syria, who strive to establish a 
modern Arab state, cannot but consider the auto- 
theocratic rule of Ibn Saud as the death warrant 
to their hopes. The nationalist movement of 
Syria and the aspirations of Ibn Saud are thus sep- 
arated by a wide social and political gulf which 
precludes any possibility of peaceful collaboration 
within a single state. It is superfluous to add that 
the Lebanon, with its cultured Christian popula- 
tion, will not bow to the authority of the ruler of 
Arabia nor to any other Arab state. 

The only avenue of expansion remaining for 
Ibn Saud is in southern Arabia but even there he 
has met with greater opposition (Yemen) than in 
any of the lands he has conquered. 

We have already mentioned the competition 
and envy which exists between the adherents of 
Pan Arabism in Iraq and Syria. The Syrian lead- 
ers in Damascus would consider subservience to 
Iraq as a slight to the honor of their country 
which was the birthplace of Arab nationalism, 
which possesses a higher culture than Bagdad and 
which has produced more experienced leaders and 
intellectuals than Iraq. The discharge of Syrian 
teachers from schools in Iraq last year (under the 
slogan Iraq for the Iraqi) has proved to be an 








object lesson to the Syrians that they should not 
depend on the ‘“‘Arab national” sentiments of the 
Iraqi where the interests of the latter are con- 
cerned. 

Any move toward conquest made by Iraq would 
also meet with energetic resistance from Turkey 
and Iran who do not wish to have.a strong Arab 
neighbor. Ibn Saud, who is today the most im- 
portant Arab factor, would also oppose the estab- 
‘lishment of a strong Arab state. 

During recent generations Egyptian politics 
were concerned with internal matters. The chasm 
which divides it from the other Arabic speaking 
countries is so great that even its most ambitious 
rulers did not dream of reviving the “imperialist” 


era of Muhamed Ali and Ibrahim Pasha. 


ITI. 

The most important problem facing the Arab 
world today is the coordination of its mutual in- 
terests to outweigh its deep contradictions. The 
social and economic future of the Arab people and 
of the near East depends on their ability to over- 
come these conflicts. 

The phenomenal development of Turkey and 
Iran and the Zionist achievements in Palestine 
have served as an example and drive toward the 
understanding of the value of organized human 
energy that is directed to a definite goal. But the 
political ambitions of most Arab countries were 
greater than their social capacity. The primary 
cause of the crisis in the Arab world consists in 
exaggerated political appetites which outstripped 
the limited social and economic development. 
Taking as an example the unification of the Ger- 
man and Italian peoples—which took place under 
circumstances greatly differing from those of the 
present day Arab world—they arrived at false 
conclusions. 

It is to be taken for granted that the develop- 
ment of the Arabic countries—whether slow or 
rapid—will automatically lead to a greater bond 
between them and will weaken, possibly even des- 
troy, some of the conflicts existing today. But 
such an internal consolidation among the Arabs 
will come as a result of social, cultural and econ- 
omic development and the creation of a common 
level of interests and not as a result of individual 
action, propaganda, political adventures and con- 
quests or uprisings. The political sovereignty of 
most Arab countries already opens before them 
broad avenues for constructive work toward the 
attainment of this aim. 

The political form of the final Arab union, 
whether it shall be a federation, a confederation 
or a united state including all Arab countries of 
today, is an academic problem. ‘The final political 
form will not depend on the free will of those con- 
cerned but on objective processes, internal as well 
as external. 1300 years ago, a great Arab state 
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was founded. That state collapsed as a result of 
internal factors. Where is the certainty that the 
great state which some Arabs dream of today will 
be more successful? Since ancient times Arab 
society was divided socially, politically and in re- 
ligion. The people were divided between settled 
agricultural or urban dwellers and nomadic desert 
tribes. It has not yet succeeded in uniting these 
elements. What does the future have to offer in 
this respect? Do there exist today factors cap- 
able of overcoming centripetal forces that have 
functioned among the Arabs for so many 
generations? 


The social background of the Arab countries 
with their national and religious alignments in- 
dicates that only through a coordination of the in- 
terests and aims of these various groups will it 
also be possible to broaden the political frame- 
work that is to unite them—this is to be a process 
of simultaneous cooperation and decentralization. 


The interests of the Jewish community in Pal- 
estine—whether it is to be the nucleus of a Jewish 
Homeland or the basis of a ‘Jewish state as a re- 
sult of the partition of Palestine—do not conflict 
with the progress of the Arab countries toward 
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cooperation and unification of their interests. On 
the contrary, the Jewish community, which strives 
toward a maximum development of its creative 
forces, would gain from the increased opportu- 
nities of cooperation with the neighboring nation. 
Gifted with spiritual and technical abilities and 
armed with experience, which their neighbors lack, 
the Jews, as an independent national and political 
unit, could cement the cooperation of the individ- 
ual Arabic units toward the achievement of their 
aims. It is criminal nonsense to think that the 
Jews, and they alone, are retarding the coopera- 
tion and unity of the Arab countries. Actually 
Jewish Palestine is of less importance in this res- 
pect than the disruptive forces within the Arab 
world. Jewish Palestine will join any movement 
which aims to develop the Arab lands toward 
understanding and cooperation and will not object 
to a political form appropriate to this end. But 
while realistic and constructive plans will find sup- 
port among the Jews, the Jewish people will op- 
pose visionary plans whose main aim is to create 
a regime of oppression and force and which would 
destroy all possibilities for cooperation and under- 
standing between the various groups that operate 
in this broad area. 





Jews On The Moon 


Satan stroked his long red beard. The newcomers 
shuddered. 

“But we have reservations,” one said timidly. 

“So have the Indians,” Satan wise-cracked. 

“We came all the way on foot . . . no place would let 


us in... we thought surely here...” 
“Here is no different,” Satan growled. “I’ve got 
quotas, too.” 


There was a deep silence. A slow grin spread on 
Satan’s face. Finally, he broke the tension. “We 
got a plan . . . it’s almost settled.” 

Eager faces lit up. “Will it help us?” 

“Very Much,” Satan neuen, as he began polish- 
ing his pitchfork. ‘We're going to send all you 
people to The Moon!” 

IAANTASTIC ? IMPRACTICAL ? Jews 

couldn’t live on the Moon? Don’t tell one 
of the ubiquitous re-settlers of Israel that. He 
may be a sensitive soul. 

In Herzl’s day, the talk was of settling Jews 
in El Arish, Mozambique, Uganda, the Congo, 
Tripoli, Cyprus, Cyrenaica, etc. Several years 
ago it was Cuba, Canada, Madagascar, Ecuador, 
Argentine, Brazil, Chile and Alaska. Today, in 
Europe, they speak of Australia, Kenya; Musso- 
lini recommends Ethiopia. 

In America, the Nai Juda movement is ne- 
gotiating with a nameless Central-American coun- 


try while the Jewish Forum, a monthly magazine, * 


@ by J. H. Pollack 


has charted the blueprint for Israel’s redemption 
in—you’ve guessed it!—Lower California! 

For over a year now, the Jewish Forum has 
been shouting ‘“‘to Lower California with Jew- 
ish refugees!” For here is the “logical haven 
for an age-old wanderer . . . a new land for an 
old people . . . the finest place in the world... 
receiving nature’s protection . . . freed from the 
terrors of Europe and assassinations and bomb- 
ings of Palestine’. Recently, it incorporated 
under the name of SELAH (‘Forever’), be- 
cause the word appears 71 times in the Psalms. 
Lower California’s possibilities have been con- 
firmed by an expedition of the U. S. Biological 
Bureau. Wearied of petitions, resolutions, boy- 
cotts and other palliatives that merely tinker 
with the problem, Selah calls for a bold and im- 
mediate solution—mass immigration into Lower 
California! 

And why not? Couldn’t this huge territory 
(six times the size of Palestine) with less than 
100,000 inhabitants, harbor millions of persecut- 
ed Jews? Is it not next to the greatest nation in 
the world and consequently well segregated? Is 
not the climate healthy, the land rich, yielding 


“Wheat, barley, beans, corn, nuts, peaches, apricots, 
grapes, lemons, oranges, pears, apples, quinces, cher- 














































Se eee 








ee 









ee eee eee 





=a 5 


me 
rae | 














eee ee es ee ee 













22 


ries, pomegranates, figs, dates, olive oil, honey, sugar 
cane, cotton and every variety of garden vegetable.” 

Do not its mines spout 

“Gold, silver, copper , lead, zinc, iron, manganese, 
mica, salt, sulphur, magnesite, turquoise, tourmaline, 
onyx and marble.” 

At first, Selah would send 25,000 young refu- 
gees to get things in order. They would be super- 
vised by refugee army officers. Later, the young 
men could bring over their families, after the 
U. S. absorbed their products, which it would 
quickly do. Selah’s integrity as a haven of refuge 
would be “protected by an international agree- 
ment of all the American nations”. In fact, Selah 
would “radiate spiritual strength to all nations in 
the world” as well as “provide Mexico with ever- 
increasing revenue’. 

Why Mexico? Well, er . . . Mexico happens 
to own Lower California! Undaunted, Selah’s 
ideologist, an advertising man, whispers that 
Mexico is “ripe for a proposition” being in “‘dire 
need of ready cash”’ to pay her creditors. The ad- 
vertising man would sign a contract with Mexico, 
issue bonds which would be repaid by the settlers 
every ten years during a 75 year period. With 
Lincolnian humility, the advertising man states 
“there is no doubt but that these bonds will have 
greater security value than any other foreign loan 
ever created”. 

And the land should be bought outright—no 
land speculation. Is it a good buy? Alaska was 
purchased by the U. S. for $7,200,000. Louisiana 
for $15,000,000. The Virgin Islands for $25,- 
000,000. Suppose Mexico refuses to sell? Then 
lease it for 99 years. In all cases, Selah would 
reject a month-to-month lease. 

Selah challenged the Evian Conference “to 
solve the world problem by directing immigra- 
tion into Lower California” but Evian was 
strangely silent. Untroubled, Selah threw a din- 
ner to a well-meaning humanitarian and edito- 
rially congratulated itself on the “service it had 
rendered refugees!” 

That Mexico is potentially or actually anti- 
Semitic, Selah pooh-poohs. 

Selah imagines our President as having a 
friendly fireside chat with Mexico’s President. 
Witness: 

“Lower California is nicely segregated. You are not 
developing it. See how great a service you will ren- 
der all mankind and the cause of civilization . . . you 
will free the oppressed of all dictatorships.” 

Selah is certain.Mexico will accept. As long 
as her “rights” are guaranteed by the American 
League of Nations. Selah plans to send a dele- 
gation to the Mexican Government shortly. Noth- 
ing, nothing can “withstand the power of the 
will’. 

No squatters, no ghetto dwellers. Selah ad- 
mits previous failures to colonize Lower Califor- 


JEwIsH FRONTIER” 


nia were due to the ‘‘scanty water supply”. Deep 
down in their heart of hearts they know they are 
“serving our people”; hence, they have every 
“right and duty” to “exploit” Lower California. 
When the American Jewish Congress, the Amer. 
ican Jewish Committee, the Joint Distribution 
Committee and B’nai B’rith come to their senses, 
they will adopt Selah ‘as part of their respective 
programs’. Distrustful of private philanthropy, 
Selah seeks ‘‘a sum that will satisfy the Mexican 
Government’’. Did not the Jewish National Fund 
raise $20,000,000? With monastic abnegation, 
Selah pioneers disclaim any personal “glory for 
ourselves”. 
Selah’s theoretician (the advertising man) has 
gone Chalutz with a vengeance. He writes: 
“It is the consensus of opinion among experts that the 
soil on the Mexican side is better than that on the 
American side, as it takes the water better, is of some- 


what coarser texture, and hence works more easily 
under the plow.” 

Furthermore, he beams: 

“Experiments have been made with a new cotton- 
picking machine and it is thought with certain 
changes the machine will work well in the (Lower 
California) valley.” 

The advertising man heralds Selah as a “final 
solution” that will at the same time appease the 
“conscience”’ of the world. 

If Palestine is merely a land of honey, then 
Lower California, is a land of milk and honey. 
There would be no displacement of population. 
Undeveloped, without railroads or Arabs, enter- 
prising refugee settlers would “quickly duplicate 
the feat accomplished by the pioneers in Pales- 
tine’. If only the $400,000,000 sunk in Pales- 
tine since the World War had been diverted into 
Lower California! Today it is a question of 
territorialism and Palestine; not (as in the last 
generation), territorialism or Palestine. Indeed, 
Selah pilgrims outdo themselves. Some of their 
best friends are Zionists! Selah would strengthen 
Zionism by providing a “safety valve’. Verily, 
cannot “three or four million Jews alive in Lower 
California do more’ for Palestine than dead in 
Europe”? 

Selah’s official rabbi cries: ‘““We are Zionists 
but we want Lower California for those who are 
not equipped to climb the heights of the Holy 
Land.” He further tosses a prayer to the winds: 

“Lower California! We hope you will be the highest 


Heavenly haven for the homeless of the earth. We 
hope you will become the Paradise of our day.” 


And later: 

“Man! You are human! Selah concerns humanity! 
Become a member of Selah.” 

A non-profit-making corporation, Selah is “an 
association of persons whose hearts and hands 
are extended in help and fellowship to the op- 
pressed and persecuted peoples of all lands with- 
out distinction of race or creed.”” Abandoning the 
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idea of a Jewish State, it aims to inculcate in 
members. 

. . a love of liberty, democracy, freedom of speech 
and of the press and of the right of peaceful assembly 
and free exchange of ideas, all without any political 
affiliation whatsoever.” 


It claims no kinship with the Elks, Moose, 
American Legion or National Brotherhood of 
Wheezers. 

a 

What, then, is delaying the (Lower) “Califor- 
nia-Here-We-Come”’ stampede? The same thing, 
perhaps, that is keeping Jews from flocking to 
Central America to join the nascent Nai Juda 
State. 

Like Selah, this movement feels 2,000 years 
of Jewish dispersion is enough. Room must be 
made for the Jew. If such tiny places like Mona- 
co, Liechtenstein and Andorra can have a state, so 
can the Jews. But none of this colony, mandate, 
national home, etc. rubbish! There must be place 
for 10 million Jews in an area of $0,000 square 
miles. Australia would be fine because the Jews 
could carry part of Australia’s debts and also 
help defend her against possible armed invasion. 
But Nai Juda is practical. It knows the Jews of 
Europe are beaten. America must “blaze the 
way”. Hence, Nai Juda shall settle in a myster- 
ious Central American country, with whom Jo- 
seph Otmar Hefter, the leader, is now negotiat- 
ing from his 34th Street apartment in Manhattan. 

Currently, Nai Juda is recruiting able-bodied 
young men and young women to join a “Jewish 
Army” of Soldier Settlers. Life in Nai Juda will 
be no cream-puff. It will be the “duty” of all 
citizens to carry arms for “interior policing, 
border patroling’’, etc. In Nai Juda every man 
will not be a king but a “self-reliant leader, ex- 
pert guerilla warrior and collective skirmisher’’. 
The State Flag of Nai Juda shall be a “bright 
red field with a three armed white torch” sym- 
bolizing Liberty, Happiness, Progress. In Nai 
Juda, there will be one basic law: Freedom. One 
basic crime: destroying this freedom. One basic 
penalty: banishment from Nai Juda. 

Each citizen will have four acres of land but 
he must give up one day a week to cooperative 
farming. The national language will be a Latin- 
ized Yiddish and the monetary unit will be One 
Juda. Citizens can retire at 55. Children desert- 
ed by parents will be cared for by the benevolent 
Nai Juda State. Citizens shall live by truth, re- 
jecting ‘falsehood, malice and hate”’. 

The money needed to purchase the territory 
of Nai Juda will come from “the hearts and 
hands of the masses of Jewish people”. No more 
foolish wasting of money on charities, clubs and 
synagogues. In Nai Juda, “professional politi- 
cians will not be permitted to develop”. Nai Juda 
admits to being a “bold step” that will put an 
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“end to the Jewish problem”. Stop sinking money 
into the United Palestine Appeal, Jewish Na- 
tional Fund, Joint Distribution Committee, etc. 
Put it into Nai Juda which will replace the “staff” 
of the eternal wanderer with a “spade’”—and a 
rifle! No longer should Jews fear the “brutal- 
ities of foreign fists”. The annual membership 
fee in Nai Juda is $1.00. 


2K ** * 


Whence these colonization schemes? Ironically, 
not even non-Jews take them seriously anymore. 
Out of the desperate need for immediate asylum, 
they flourish like the green bay tree. Only 
too well the promoters know: a persecuted Jew 
cannot return to his mother’s womb. 
in the wind, they paint their El Dorados 
to bleary refugee eyes. And like assimila- 
tion panaceas, each generation seems to produce 
its particular and special variety. The jargon 
changes little. The literature has a similarly 
monotonous drone. Pretentious, pseudo-scientific, 
smacking of the encyclopedia, the programs bris- 
tle with ‘“‘reports show’, ‘“‘experts say”, etc. All 
are concerned with putting a final end to this 
boisterous Jewish problem. 

On the matter of funds, these armchair colo- 
nists are patronizingly glib. Conveniently, they 
overlook the fact that it takes more than the 
casual will of a corporation to colonize a land; 
that the youth must be behind it and that it can- 
not be accomplished over night. When confront- 
ed with specific questions, they invariably dismiss 
them as “mere details”. Colonization projects 
that must cope with government bungling and 
bureaucracy are a welcome relief from these 
crackpot stunts that prey on refugee suffering. 

Any place that offers the slightest possibility of 
taking the Homeless of the Earth to its bosom 
should be respectfully considered. No matter 
how favorable the new British report be, Pales- 
tine cannot absorb all the refugees. The Soviet 
Union’s spiritless Biro Bidjan has failed to absorb 
any refugees. Along come these colonization 
schemes. One hesitates calling them “rackets” 
but rackets they are. Whatever followers(?) 
they have are all too often misguided innocents. 
Who are the promoters? Are they all advertising 
men? Hardly. What then? Incipient fuehrers, 
real estaters, clientless lawyers, publishers without 
circulation, embittered idealists, lost souls? Curi- 
ously, they are often individuals who, for business 
or social reasons would like to identify themselves 
with things Jewish. In stable Jewish organiza- 
tions, the desirable vacancies are rare. The 
responsibility and sobriety of the Zionist move- 
ment frightens them. What then, is to prevent 
them from manufacturing a soft berth on a mush- 
room colonization scheme that all too frequently 
decays as rapidly as it germinates? 


Straws 





saan et 


ge 


SS PME ESS 


Se OR eee eae Sak ei ae 
es 3 


24 


JEWISH FRONTIER — 


Prospect and Retrospect 


(Letter From Palestine) 


“JF THERE is a war,” said my laundryman, 

shouldering the wash on Thursday evening, 
September 29, “‘it’ll be very hard on us here in 
Palestine. But if there isn’t,” he continued in his 
highly personal mixture of Yiddish, German and 
Sephardic Hebrew, “‘things’ll get worse and worse 
for all the Jews in Europe. Hitlerism’ll spread 
everywhere—to Roumania, Bulgaria, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Jugoslavia. And the—how do you say it? 
—the Jewish problem will drag on and on, and 
England will still be afraid to give us our rights 
here. So I don’t know what to hope for.” 


My laundryman’s intellectual capacity has al- 
ways seemed to me strictly limited and I should 
hate to think of him as Vox Dei, but that he came 
extremely near being Vox Populi at the moment 
would be hard to deny. Fear of war and fear of 
the only kind of peace that. could be its alterna- 
tive, have been wrestling with éach other in the 
minds of most of the community, and there can 
hardly have been many places outside of the Eur- 
opean continent where people felt their own lives 
to be so intimately and so multifariously related 
to the events of the last days of September. It 
was impossible to escape Hitler’s broadcast voice 
booming into the streets from house after house, 
and on September 28 and 29 nervousness and 
memories of war-time Russia and Germany be- 
came so intense that there was a run on food 
stores. Long lines of people waited for hours 
for just a little more sugar and another pound of 
rice or flour. Yet despite the fear of hunger and 
of all the unknown difficulties Palestine might 
have to face, when the Government announced 
that on September 27 after a pause of some 
months it would begin once more to accept applic- 
ations from those who wished to send for rela- 
tives living abroad, hundreds of people waited a 
whole night through in front of the Immigration 
Office in Tel Aviv in order to be among the first 
to enter in the morning. Terror or no terror, 
war or no war, Palestine, it seemed, was still 
home and preferable to Europe. The large num- 
ber of immigrants who landed on September 25 
and 26 gave additional proof of that—1,400 of 
them, capitalists and workers, students and child- 
ren from Poland, Germany, Austria, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Rumania, Yemen. The fact that they land- 
ed at Tel Aviv shows, incidentally, how invaluable 
that port, begun two years ago as such a fantastic 
undertaking, has become ever since the terrorists 
finally managed to get a foothold in Haifa during 


the summer. 


@ by Shulamith Schwartz 


The influence of the international situation on 
Palestine goes very deep. One would probably 
be justified in ascribing to it certain fundamental 
changes in the state of public security within the 
country. As if with an eye to a future emergency 
as well as to the present need for transferring sol- 
diers to Suez and elsewhere, the Government has 
been introducing Jwish constables into more and 
more responsible work formerly performed by the 
Army. 


Convinced of their unreliability under present 
circumstances, it has been dismissing Arab police- 
men and officials. Rumor has it that even the 
High Commissioner’s residence is guarded by 
scores of Jewish constables. This apparent change 
in the Government’s orientation within the coun- 
try was one of the very few hopeful signs to be 
discerned at the coming of the New Year which 
coincided so ironically with the crucial point in the 
Czechoslovakian situation. The larger political 
fate of Palestine—and with it the country’s econ- 
omic future and the possibility of personal salva- 
tion for thousands of European Jews—remained 
as doubtful as the universal issue of war and 
peace, and added poignancy and surprising fresh- 
ness suddenly characterized those words of the 
Rosh Ha-Shana service which describe the day as 
that whereon “‘sentence is pronounced upon coun- 
tries—which of them is destined to the sword and 
which to peace, which to famine and which to 
plenty...” 


The year that had passed was curious and pain- 
ful to look back upon. To a much larger extent 
than is usual in America, comprehensive summary 
and evaluation of the past twelve months is under- 
taken here each year by the daily press, for in this 
peculiarly complex country and in a community 
which is so largely composed of more or less re- 
cent immigrants, the daily press must constantly 
interpret and explain as well as simply report and 
furnish concise editorial comment. The two lead- 
ing newspapers, the labor Davar which is by far 
the most widely circulated, and the mildly liberal 
Ha-Aretz, both appeared in editions four to five 
times their normal size with tables of contents 
that included not only discussion of the world situ- 
ation and of political, economic and cultural devel- 
opment in Palestine during the year, but a survey 
of the state of world Jewry and detailed articles 
on Arab affairs in and out of Palestine and—a 
subject hardly to be found in the Jewish press else- 
where—agriculture, agricultural settlement and 
even agricultural publications in the country. Not 
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only the ‘salient facts appeared but also analysis 
so intelligently objective and so courageous in its 
appraisal of the situation that it offered remark- 
able evidence of the high cultural level of the 
community. 

The facts are familiar but, assembled and re- 
iterated, they shape themselves into a clear pic- 
ture of the race between development and des- 
truction going on in Palestine. What is more, 
they indicate again how one-sided the usual for- 
eign correspondent’s sensationally pessimistic 
viewpoint is. Here, on the one hand, is economic 
depression particularly in the urban building 
trades and shops (both of which depend to so 
great an extent on a large and comparatively 
prosperous immigration) ; here are 225 victims of 
terror—most of them tragically young and eager 
to live and work; and here is the terror, itself, 
slightly checked after the exile of the Mufti and 
other leaders last October, but resumed with re- 
newed vigor under their direction from their new 
homes in Beirut, Damascus, Bagdad and Cairo, 
and reaching its high point this summer as a re- 
sult of the failure of the Anglo-Italian agreement 
to function and the desire of the Arab leadership 
to impress the second Commission on partition. 
On the other hand, the territory of Jewish Pales- 
tine has been enlarged by the purchase of almost 
40,000 dunam of land (60% more than in 1937) 
and the settlement at widely scattered points of 
twelve new colonies. One third of the new land 
is in the far south near Beersheba and a second 
third in Galilee; the new settlements are note- 
worthy from many points of view—one is the first 
founded by immigrants from Greece, two others 
are German middle class groups, one is Hanita, 
the border defense, one the. first Jewish point in 
the northern section of the Haifa Bay lands near 
Acre, and one a rural low-cost housing develop- 
ment for eighty families of farm laborers who 
will thus be able to exist more satisfactorily on 
their low wages. Both in new settlements and old 
there has been constant advance in many branches 
of agriculture. The situation with regard to cit- 
rus fruit showed marked improvement over the 
preceding year, and considerable progress has 
been made in egg and poultry production, sheep 
breeding, vineyards and fruit trees. It is no small 
feat finally to have produced respectable quan- 
tities of good apples, plums and even peaches in 
Palestine. Not only in agriculture but also in in- 
dustry the Jewish community has been learning to 
depend more and more on itself and less and less 
on imports which can be paid for only when a 
steady stream of capital comes into the country 
from abroad. 

And all this, Davar points out, has been accom- 
plished under conditions not very different from 
those prevailing in territory which serves as the 
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front during a war. Fields and groves have been 
attacked as well as people, farm workers riding 
to groves and chauffeurs transporting produce no 
less than watchmen and constables. Palestinian 
Jewish economy for the last three years has been 
a war economy, which cannot be judged by ordin- 
ary standards. At the price of a very much low- 
ered standard of living and of the mutual cooper- 
ation which made it possible for the Histadruth 
“Pidyon Avodah,” the middle class “Mifal” and 
the “Kopher Ha-Yishuv’” funds to collect the 
equivalent of a million and a quarter dollars dur- 
ing the year, economic life goes on, laying the 
foundations for a future economy saner than that 
of the “prosperity” years. 

The vitality which makes economic adjustment 
and even progress and a rich cultural life possible 
during these tragic times in Palestine is all the 
more remarkable against the tragic background 
of uprooted European Jewry and the precarious 
political situation of Palestine itself. Almost in- 
evitably journalists—and their readers as well— 
found themselves in September, 1938 drawing 
comparisons between the Czechoslovakian ques- 
tion and the Palestinian. So many of the ele- 
ments were the same—the small, highly develop- 
ed people attacked by Fascist imperialism, the 
question of territorial partition, the broken prom- 
ises of the great powers. Small wonder that a 
keen political analysis was written with such deep 
feeling, so much.personal identification, that it be- 
came almost lyrical, drawing, in the old Hebraic 
tradition of Biblical reference, upon the Book of 
Lamentations—“‘Oh how doth she sit solitary... 
and her friends have dealt treacherously toward 
her... all her pursuers have overtaken her be- 
tween the narrow passes...” 


CORRESPONDENCE 


SOVIET RUSSIA AND THE REFUGEES 


Sir: 
Although I am not a Labor Zionist I feel confident that 


your publication, as a journal of progressive Jewish opin- 
ion, is best suited to raise the question which I wish to 
touch upon in the following lines. 

For over twenty years I have been a consistent friend 
and admirer of the great Russian experiment in Socialist 
reconstruction. Like other Jews, my sympathy for the 
Soviet Union was motivated not only by general but also 
by Jewish considerations and hopes. Like most Jews I 
deeply appreciated the clean-cut and thoroughgoing Soviet 
approach to such problems as anti-Semitism and Jewish 
productivization and I placed great hope in its attempt to 
foster Jewish autonomy and culture in Biro-Bidjan. Al- 
though I often felt grieved that the people responsible for 
these policies did not show a more generous attitude to- 
ward the Jewish Labor movement in Palestine, I always 
epxected that some day that too would change. 

I am still a friend of the Soviet Union. 








I still regard 


it as the only beacon of light in a constantly darkening 
(Continued on the following page) 
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ENJAMIN STOLBERG is a hard hitting labor 
journalist, eminent for his wit. Many persons in 





races through the development of a labor aristocracy and 
its bureaucrats. When Roosevelt found labor organiza. 
tion essential to NRA control, the bureaucrats, tied to 
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"i Frey and the Stalinists. The latter have berated him Valley Formule, resemble Fascism in most respects. A b 
q steadily since the articles, which were a prelude to this oe of big — he nic a : 4 i ing — al . 
iW book, appeared in the Scripps-H © organize a Fascism controlled by them rather than 
a a a's anne, ra kerk ave: pee he Pacem his by Fascist politicians. One wonders, however, whether 
be facts. Try hard as they may, they have ates only the Fascism in this country will not need pseudo-revolution- 
re squeak, “Trotskyite.” Although that epithet nowadays is “Y slogans similar to those which have deluded millions . 
often accepted as an honorable salutation, the truth is th in Europe. The vigilante cry, “the right to work,” seems . 
P , at field 
a both Stolberg and the Trotskyites have expressed serious hardly broad enough for the whole political field. Never- pr 
# differences in print. In the book he is not only uncom. theless the danger which Stolberg has pictured in vigilant- G 
- y uncom ae ee 
A plimentary to them, but he ignores the fires they built ism is significant whether it is incipient or outright O1 
q under William Green and Francis Dillon at Toledo before Fascism. i a it ' . 
1 In his labor criticism Stolberg’s big guns are trained on cl 
Ye : " Stalinism. It “is a danger in the CIO. For one thing, it e 
i world. But as a Jew, I must confess, my conscience is js not interested in American labor as such; and for an- n 
q troubled. I cannot understand how the Soviet Union can other thing, its violent Red-baiting sabotages all genuine E 
iy remain so passively sympathetic, and actually so indiffer- radicalism, without which a progressive trade union move- 0 
ent, to the plight of millions of Jews. When I compare ment cannot grow.” Governed by Moscow bureaucrats, b 
what the capitalist democratic countries are doing to aid the Stalinists are out to rule or ruin, in an effort to swing c 
the refugees from the lands of Fascism with the complete American labor behind a war policy. The struggle against 
inaction of the Soviet Union, I am afraid to face the con- them centers in the UAW where they have ganged up V 
clusions. Much as I would like to explain this state of for a capture. Stolberg’s report on this union gives the t 
affairs (some will say explain it away) I can find no ex- fight a well needed airing. But, forgetting for a moment ‘ 
cuse for the fact that the gates of Russia are closed more his own strictures against the shortcomings of business I 
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other country in the world. ‘ 































































































I read in the Communist press that the Communist party 
is demanding open doors for Jewish immigrants in every 
country, even Palestine, under certain circumstances. This 
is of course, the only policy one could expect from a Com- 
munist party. But what about Russia itself? Why has 
this vast country with its tremendous potentialities and re- 
sources not admitted more than one hundred Jews during 
the five years of the Hitler nightmare? 

I often ask Commynist friends for an explanation of 
this painful puzzle but their answers are inadequate and I 
feel that they are no less embarrassed about it than I am. 
The Communist press lamely beats around the bush when 
asked this question; but why are the authoritative spokes- 
men of the Soviet Union silent? The plight of the re- 
fugees is growing worse from day to day and it is time 
that Jews should have a clear statement about the immig- 
ration and refugee policy of the Soviet Union. 

JOSEPH RABELL 


position. Against the Stalinist apparatus which seems to 
have the support of Lewis, Martin’s forces are neither 
numerous nor well knit. “Administration” policies and 
appeals are not cement enough to hold together a new 
and relatively unstable union. With powerful bosses on 
the outside and powerful disrupters on the inside, only 
the close cooperation of all progressive forces can with- 
stand the siege. Since this book came off the press, the 
Stalinists have returned and the followers of Lovestone 
in the UAW have been expelled. A Stalinist victory seems 
imminent. If it comes, it will be a catastrophe. Stolberg’s 
work is a valiant effort to ward it off. 

The sketches of union leaders give color to the history. 
They are impressions of character for later historians to 
balance against other impressions. This book is written 
from the battle lines. It is the most important contribution 
to labor literature in recent years, and no one in the labor 
movement should ignore it. It is a living factor in the 
struggle. JOHN MacDONALD 
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BOYCOTT IS EFFECTIVE 


THE THIRD REICH IN FIGURES, present economic 
conditions in Germany by Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, 
published by the Joint Boycott Council of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress and Jewish Labor Committee, 
New York, 25 cents. 


Se JOINT boycott Council issued this new pam- 
phlet on economic conditions in Germany after the 
fate of Czechoslovakia was determined. It is a timely and 
impressive reminder of the economic desperation which 
lies behind the political victories of the Third Reich. 
Succinctly, soberly, conclusively, it reveals how “the Nazi 
regime has . . . squandered Germany’s national wealth, 
crippled her industrial capacity . . . undermined her po- 
sition in world trade, . . . plundered her labor reservoir 
and exploited the brawn of the nation.” 


As all practical social scientists nowadays say, what 
are we to do? There is a very marked tendency, especial- 
ly in America, to do silly things. Whenever something 
unpleasant happens in Europe, such as the Czechoslovak- 
ian partition, there is a rash of stupid remarks in print 
by lady columnists and popular magazines proving that 
Hitler is insane and therefore irresponsible and incap- 
able of understanding the objective realities of the political 
situation. This appears to be a very comforting view of 
the situation to some people for it seems to carry the im- 
plication that all we need to do is go through the proper 
procedures for committing a nut to the loony-bin and the 
Hitler problem will be solved. The news of Dr. Tenen- 
baum’s pamphlet will undoubtedly be received in a similar 
mood: the Nazis are broke, hurrah! hurrah! The masses 
will therefore soon uprise and throw them into the sea. 

Dr. Tenenbaum himself has a more accurate under- 
standing of the grim significance of the economic ruin 
of Germany. Indeed, it is the economic strain which the 
policy of “autarchy” has imposed upon the resources of 
Germany which compels Nazi Germany to seek relief in 
one victory after another. And not to divert the suffer- 
ing masses, either, but simply because “the logical con- 
clusion of economic self-sufficiency is the conquest of the 
entire world” or at least of a large enough part of it to 
make autarchy technically and economically feasible. 
Ersatz tires on military trucks caused the German march 
on Vienna to break down, it is said. Cannon instead of 
butter and a generally depressed standard of living have 
caused an increase in the incidence of sickness among the 
potential military population of Germany. Therefore the 
very economic distress of Germany makes Hitler grab for 
the land which has the food and raw materials he so 
desperately requires. The lands which were opened to 
him by the Munich Partition will have to be consolidat- 
ed in his possession by one form of effective conquest or 
another. 


Is there an end to this vicious circle? The leading 
statesmen of England, who certainly know all the facts 
with which Dr. Tenenbaum provides us, apparently hope 
that autarchy is feasible somewhere short of the bound- 
aries of the British Empire. Perhaps they hope also that 
Germany can be made to betray the ambitions of her 
junior partner, Italy, just as France was brought to her 
decline, and thereby peace may be preserved. 


But, says Dr. Tenenbaum, “Germany’s economic ills 
will not be cured by an easier access to Rumanian oil or 
Yugoslavian wheat. Her weakness is inherent in the very 
structure of ‘war economy in peace time.’ . . . If not a 
world war, the Reich is laying the basis for an economic 
depression which will engulf the entire world...” 

To stave off these twin catastrophies the pamphlet urges 
the use of “economic sanctions” by the Three Democracies, 
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and at least an intensification of the boycott. At the end 
of the book there are some interesting reprints of gov- 
ernmental reports on trade between Germany and Amer- 
ica which seem to show evidence of the effectiveness of 
the boycott in some items of trade as well as showing what 
items of commerce are hard to reach by popular boycott. 
BEN HALPERN 


CHILDREN OF DEPRESSION 


NEW DEAL FOR YOUTH, by Betty and Ernest Lindley. 
The Viking Press. $3. Pp. 309. 
" EW DEAL FOR YOUTH” has proven meritorious 
not only for being a lucidly written story that de- 
picts with precision the role of the National Youth Admin- 
istration and its subsidiary branches, but also because it 
encompasses every important perspective of the appalling 
condition of American youth. This documentary retrospec- 
tive in photographic exactness is placed before the Amer- 
ican public at a moment when it is most needed. 


Post-war conditions, as the authors very aptly show, have 
manifested themselves in 21 million youth who have come 
into a world that is economically insecure and unstable and 
who have been molded in environments which vary from 
the filth of a tenant farmer’s shack to that of tenement 
homes. 


From 1935 to March 1938, Roosevelt delegated the sum 
of 159 million dollars to be apportioned between Work 
Projects and Student Aid. This sum of money, although 
meager when compared to the work that must be accom- 
plished in the field of youth, has been an important factor 
in keeping many boys and girls in schools and colleges by 
allotting them a prescribed number of hours of work a 
month for which they are paid a maximum of 6 dollars in 
High schools and 15 dollars in colleges. 


Work programs for unemployed youth who are not in 
schools pay an average of $15.73 for 44.5 hours’ work a 
month. The minimum being $10 and the maximum $25. 
It is needless to say that these sums of money are insuffic- 
ient for the physical and cultural needs of a boy or girl 
between the ages of 16 and 24. The larger portion of 
these wages are used for the sustenance of households. 
The amount of money that finally finds its way to the 
pocket of the boy or girl is hardly enough to pay for fare 
to and from work for the month. 


One section of the book is devoted to case histories 
written up by N. Y. A. Supervisors. These stories bring 
to light the most heart-rending aspects in the American 
scene; boys and girls suffering from nervous disorders, 
cynicism, bitterness, frustration, and numerous other phys- 
ical and mental quirks that find their incentive in unem- 
ployment, unhealthy environments and in the conflicts 
inherent in a perverted economic scheme. 


Although it is true, as the Lindleys show, that thousands 
of youth are being instructed in various fields of commer- 
cial, technical and industrial work the general sentiment of 
the youth is discontentment and this discontentment can 
be used for personal aggrandizement by mercenaries. 


There are countless charlatans barking their demagogy 
and trying to sell their quack remedies. In Italy and Ger- 
many frustrated youth were wheedled into joining Fascist 
organizations by an extensive Fascist propaganda machine 
that promised them security and a future. 


This can also happen in America! The unemployed 
youth of the United States can be transformed into a splen- 
did recruiting ground for Fascist demagogues. “A New 
Deal for Youth” tells an important story. It says that the 
N. Y. A. must be expanded greatly; that the administra- 
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tion must stamp down harder on the reactionary die-hards 
with their “budget-balancing” and intensify its effort to a 
much more adequate extent in rehabilitating American 
youth ‘‘in whose hands the nation’s future rests.” 

THOMAS WEBER 


THE MENACE OF FASCISM 


“THE DEFENCE OF DEMOCRACY” by F. Elwyn 

Jones, Dutton, N. Y. 1938. 

N A VALIANT effort to arouse the English speaking 

world to the menace of Nazi aggression, Mr. Jones 
last year published a good book, “Hitler's Drive to the 
East.” Now he has written a better one on the same 
theme. If, after the tragic events of ,September there are 
persons still unconvinced of the menace of Nazism to free 
institutions everywhere, and of the necessity of the democ- 
racies’ organizing their own defences, they ought to be 
urged to read this book. 

The present title, although an improvement over that 
of the edition published in England, “The Battle for 
Peace”, is still a misnomer, for a good three-fourths of the 
book is takeri up not with the defence of democracy but 
with the Nazi-fascist aggression against it. The material 
is presented compactly, with little attempt at rhetorical 
elaboration, as the author has a justified confidence that 
the facts speak eloquently for themselves. 

Mr. Jones shows that long before July, 1936, Mussoli- 
ni conspired against the Spanish Republic. He traces 
the history of aggression on the part of the two fascist 
powers; the support given by each to the other, and par- 
ticularly their interference at strategic points affecting the 
nerve system of the British and French empires. “In this 
latter respect he is admirably seconded by J. F. Horrabin 
whose ten maps are a useful supplement to the text. 

It is inevitable that in a book of this sort covering 
fascist activities throughout the world, errors due doubtless 
to misunderstanding should creep in. Mr. Jones, for in- 
stance, asserts that “The work of Nazi agents has been fac- 
ilitated by the /iberal (my italics) attitude of the American 
Government. Storm Troop battalions of Nazis are al- 
lowed to parade in full uniform through the streets of 
American cities,” etc. Apparently, he is unaware that the 
American Government, by which he must intend the U. S. 
Government, unlike that of Britain, has no jurisdiction 
over the policing of cities. 

The author is not altogether free from bias, particularly 
as respects Soviet Russia: ‘He blandly asserts as facts, mat- 
ters that are at best suspicions, as for instance, that as a 
result of a fascist plot “Kirov and Menzhinsky were as- 
sassinated.” Kirov was, of course, assassinated but whether 
pursuant to a fascist plot is doubtful, while as to Men- 
zhinsky, it is scarecly credible that he was assassinated at 
all. I must confess a good deal of dislike for Trotsky and 
his romantic theory of permanent revolution, and I be- 
lieve that the series of Russian trials particularly of the 
generals, was not altogether without foundation as far as 
plotting against Stalin was concerned, yet I find it difficult 
to accept, as does Mr. Jones, all of the exposures, especially 
the self-inculpation of Radek, as true. As to the personal 
guilt of Trotsky in maintaining treasonable relations with 
Fascist powers, the evidence presented to the public thus 
far has been so unreliable and suspicious that aside from 
the members of the Communist party and their supporters, 
it is not surprising that the general public has been un- 
impressed. 

This book was written before the late crime at Munich 
and much of its material and conclusions must, unfortun- 
ately, be recast. The battle for the defence of democracy 
is a much more difficult task now than it was then. 

BERNARD NOSKIN 








THE FISHMANS, by H. W. Katz. Translated from the 
German by Maurice Samuel; The Viking Press. New 
York. 239 pages, $2.50. 

STARTED reading this book with some hesitation. | 
received it in those fateful days, when our nerves were 
strained to the breaking point and it seemed superfluous to 


take note of the more or less ptivate confessions of an 
unkown author? 


But I lost this prejudice quickly and I read the book 
with increasing sympathy. The reason was that this 
“novel” is not really a novel. I am sure that the title 
is one of the few things that is fictitious about it. The 
name of the book should be “The Katzes”’ instead of “The 
Fishmans.” It is far more an autobiography, than a 
novel. But the fact that it stands indefinitely between 
fancy and reality gives it a rare charm and true worth. 


It is quite a simple, story. We are shown the depressing 
life of the Jews in pre-war Galicia. We are told. of the 
heroe’s emigration to America. We learn of his rush to 
Europe at the outbreak of the war to save his family and 
his being drafted into the army. 


No doubt there are novels with more heroic themes— 
but this book has a pathos which makes it unforgettable. 
The manner in which Katz insists on truth is almost pedan- 
tic. Whenever a Gentile grants hospitality to the refugees, 
Katz stresses it; when Yossel, the hero of the story, is 
accused of being a spy and is brought to Berlin where he 
is held for days, the author records his release from an 
unjust punishment preferring truth to dramatic effect. 
This is unusual in view of the author’s hard life as a 
German emigrant. 


Many writers have described the world about which Katz 
writes, Perez, Sholem Aleichem, Asch. Compared to them, 
Katz’s story will rank as an equal although it is not absol- 
utely free from faults. Its merit is established by two fac- 
tors: first—it describes the fate of the typical Eastern Jew, 
therefore it speaks to us with convincing symbolism. 
Second—we feel in each line of the book, that it was 
written with the fervor of youth. 

We should be thankful for the young poet’s first novel 
which is an appeal both for sympathy and action. 

Hans LAMM 


THE AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK 5699. Septem- 
ber 26, 1938 to September 13, 1939. Volume 40. 
Edited by Harry Schneiderman for The American 
Jewish Committee. .Philadelphia, The Jewish Publi- 
cation of America, 1938 XXVII, 771 p. 


HIS YEAR’S issue of the American Jewish Year Book 

marks the fortieth year of its publication. Permanence 
is a quality, to our regret, not usually found in publications 
in the Jewish field, particularly in the much neglected 
branch of almanachs and annuals. The editors of the 
Year Book have managed to maintain this quality not only 
in respect to regular appearance, but also in the continu- 


ity of contents and the constant improvement and addi-— 


tion of new material. The present issue is of the usual 
high standard of the publication which entitles it to be 
called the Jewish Whitaker. Its communal directories make 
it a real vade mecum to organized Jewish life in America. 
Its statistical department is accepted internationally as the 
standard source. Of a more popular nature is the record 
of Jewish events of the past year. This year’s ‘Review 
of the Year 5698” by the editor Harry Schneiderman is 
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somewhat briefer than last year’s review. It contains “only” 
262 pages in comparison with 297, but it is more concise 
and needless to say, of the usual thoroughness. The 
biographical sketches are, devoted to the lives of Felix 
M. Warburg and Henry Pereira Mendes, written by Cyrus 
Adler and David de Sola Pool respectively. 

The editor of the Year Book has, in the mind of the 
reviewer, somewhat disappointed the serious reader by 
the lack of the usual variety of additional features. Harry 
§. Linfield’s historical review of ten censuses of the Jews 
in America, from 1850 to 1937 under the title “Statistics 
of Jews and Jewish Organizations in the United States” 
is a very interesting contribution. But one who for the 
past two years at least has been accustomed to read on 
Rosh Hashanoh comprehensive monographs, such as Israel 
Chipkin’s “Twenty Five Years of Jewish Education in 
the United States” or M. J. Karpf’s “Jewish Community 
Organization in the United States” can not be blamed 
for expressing his disappointment at the reduced factual 
and interpretative fare in this year’s volume. 

This issue also contains an excellent index to the forty 
volumes of the publication and the customary reports of 
the American Jewish Committee and the Jewish Puublica- 
tion Society of America. 

A. DUKER 


Hebrew Teachers Strike 


The Hebrew Teachers’ Union was forced to call a strike 
at the East Midwood Jewish Center. The controversy be- 
tween the school and the Hebrew Teachers’ Union began 
in May, 1938 when the Union requested negotiations con- 
cerning salary increases and five days sick leave. For 
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weeks the directors delayed, postponed and stubbornly 
refused to negotiate with Union representatives. 


In July, the directors “failed to re-engage”—tread, fired 
—a teacher who had taught successfully in the school for 
two years, but who had been outspoken for Union de- 
mands. The alleged grounds for the dismissal were in- 
competence, based upon “complaints,” although the prin- 
cipal of the East Midwood Hebrew School, Mr. Henry 
Goldberg, had officially rated the dismissed teacher highly. 

Repeated attempts were made on the part of the Hebrew 
Teachers’ Union and the staff to negotiate during the sum- 
mer in order to avoid delay in opening the school. All 
these attempts were ignored by the school authorities. 
The teachers offered to submit the question of the dis- 
missed teacher’s competence to impartial arbitration. The 
directors rejected this offer and maintained their right to 
dismiss teachers “when and as we please, as we do with 
our maids” . . . They stated they would reduce the school 
to a shadow of its former self, or even keep it closed in- 
definitely rather than deal with the Hebrew Teachers’ 
Union. The school remained closed for six weeks beyond 
the normal opening date. During this time, the directors, 
through their principal, Mr. Goldberg, made frantic efforts 
to secure a scab staff. Their success was very meager— 
they secured one such “teacher.” Officially, the Board 
decided to keep the school closed. 


The Hebrew Teachers Union will continue to carry on 
its justified fight for elementary human rights for Hebrew 
teachers, for arbitration in the case of this dismissed 
teacher. The Hebrew Teachers’ Union calls upon the Jew- 
ish community of New York to take vigorous action in 
defense of democratic procedure and of Jewish ideals of 
justice in its religious institutions. 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 











Youth Training Project 


Our Youth Training Project is the 
most important piece of work under- 
taken by the League this year. Most 
of our chapters have already adopted 
the project and are devising ways and 
means of promoting it. 

For the present year, emphasis will 
be laid on the equipment of a car- 
pentry shop in the Max Pine trade 
school in Tel Aviv, the equipment of 
the aviation training camp in Afikim, 
and scholarships for students at the 
Maritime School in Haifa. 


Dr. Herman Seidel Returns 
From Palestine 

Our national vice-chairman, Dr. 
Herman Seidel of Baltimore, has re- 
cently returned from a visit to Pales- 
tine. He visited many parts of the 
country and was greatly impressed by 
the fortitude of our pioneers and their 
readiness to continue the colonization 
work and defend the position of the 
Jewish Yishuv in Palestine. 


Abraham Dickenstein Arrives 
From Palestine 

Mr. Abraham Dickenstein, repre- 
sentative of the Workers’ Bank and 
financial institutions of the Histadrut, 


recently arrived in New York. The 
Bank has made great progress in the 
past year, having paid dividends to 
its shareholders and having financed 
many enterprises of the workers’ set- 
tlements. The Bank is registered with 
the SEC in Washington for a new 
series of shares. Mr. Dickenstein will 
head the American Bureau of the 
Bank which will centralize American 
investments in Histadrut institutions. 
He will soon start on a tour through 
the country. We hope that League 
members will give him their fullest 
cooperation. 


Activities of the Chapters 


New York: The League is sponsor- 
ing a Dramatic Studio under the dir- 
ection of Moshe Halevy, founder and 
director of the ‘“Ohel,” Palestine 
Labor theatre. Mr. Halevy is in New 
York in connection with the Palestine 
Pavilion of the World’s Fair. All 
those who are interested in joining 
the Studio will please apply to our 
office, 275 Seventh Avenue, New 
York City. 


Choral Society: The League is also 
sponsoring a Choral Society under the 


direction of Avraham Soltes, within the office of the League. 


Salvatore Ley as artist-pianist. Ses- 
sions are held every Sunday, 8-10 p.m. 
at 145 West 54th Street. 

Courses of Study: A series of three 
courses are sponsored by the League 
at the Israel Friedlander classes, Broad- 
way and 122nd Street. These courses 
are given on Monday nights as fol- 
lows: 

1. Palestine by Dr. Samuel Dinin, 

7-8 p.m. 

2. History of the Jewish Labor 
Movement by Abraham Duker, 8-9 
p.m. 

3. History of Zionism (lecturer 
will be announced), 9-10 p.m. 

Sessions will begin Monday, 
November 14. Those who are in- 
terested will please register at the 
Israel Friedlander classes or apply 
to the office of the League. (The 
above three functions are under the’ 
auspices of the Young People’s Coun- 
cil of Greater New York.) 

Theatre Party: Members and 
friends of the League in Greater New 
York will join in a theatre party to 
see “Three Cities’ at the Maurice 
Schwartz Theatre on Saturday night, 
December 3. Tickets are available 
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Bronx: Two Bronx groups of the 
Council have reorganized their ac- 
tivities for the new season. Their 
opening meetings were addressed by 
Mr. Isaac Hamlin and Dr. Alexander 
S. Kohanski. Dr. M. Lavey and Mr. 
P. Tannor, chairmen of the respective 
groups, are very hopeful for a suc- 
cessful season of increased activity. 


The Brooklyn Chapter had its open- 
ing meeting with Marie Syrkin as 
guest speaker. Mr. Harry A. Har- 
rison, chairman, reported that $1,000 
had already been raised for the Pal- 
estine self-defense fund. One of the 
major undertakings of the chapter 
this year will be the youth training 
project. The Membership Commit- 
tee, consisting of Misses Frieda Harris, 
Bess Stoloff, Sarah Gordon, and Mr. 
Sam Robbins, has worked out ways 
and means of increasing the mem- 
bership and following up renewals. 


The Kadimah Chapter is already 
in full swing with its program of the 
year. At their last meeting Mr. Aaron 
O. Weinberg gave a talk on the pres- 
ent situation in Palestine and the role 
of American Jewish youth. Mr. 
Charles Rubinstein, chairman of the 
group, and his Executive Committee 
have prepared a series of very inter- 
esting events for the year. 

A New Brooklyn Chapter was 
formed at a gathering in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Roseman, address- 
ed by Dr. A. S. Kohanski and Miss 
Rose Stoloff. 


The Manhattan Chapter had its 
opening meeting with Rabbi Joshua 
Trachtenberg as guest speaker. Mr. 
George Cohen was elected new presi- 
dent of the chapter. 


The Social Workers’ Chapter open- 
ed its season at a very attractive social 
gathering at the Jewish Club. Miss 
Anne Amsterdam, Mr. Av Soltes and 
Mr. Salvador Ley rendered the musical 
program. Mr. Ellis Radinsky, out- 
going president, spoke on the accom- 
plishments of the chapter for the past 
year. Miss Sadie Shapiro was elected 
new president. 


Philadelphia: The opening meet- 
ing of the Philadelphia Chapter in 
the form of a Succoth party, started 
off the activities of the chapter. As 
Miss Ida Levitsky writes, “the enthu- 
siasm of the entire group, as evidenced 
at this delightful party, warrants a 
year of great service under the able 
leadership of our newly elected presi- 
dent, Mr. Herman Lazarus and our 
splendid chairmen of the project, Dr. 
Joseph Levit and Miss Mollie ‘Levit- 
sky.” The chapter is planning a 
series of monthly forums by outstand- 
ing lecturers. It is also working tow- 
ard a dinner dance which will be held 





the last Sunday in January for the 
purpose of raising funds for the youth 
training project. The social-cultural 
committee, under the chairmanship 
of Miss Nina Medoff, is planning an 
interesting series of events for the 
season. 

Los Angeles: Los Angeles has rais- 
ed a considerable amount for the self- 
defense fund and is now proceeding 
with plans for the promotion of the 
youth training project. 


Detroit: Mr. Morris Lieberman 
writes that final arrangements have 
been made for the annual JEWISH 
FRONTIER dance which will be held 
on December 11. The three chapters 
are carrying on their cultural activities 
in the form of study circles and other 
functions. 


Syracuse: Dr. Alexander S. Kohan- 
ski met with the Executive Commit- 
tee of the League in Syracuse at the 
home of Misses Soloman. The chap- 
ter has undertaken to promote the 
youth training project and is partici- 
pating in an open forum series con- 
ducted by the Labor Zionist Organ- 
ization. 


Albany celebrated its first annivers- 
ary at a dinner meeting. Dr. Alex- 
ander S. Kohanski was guest speaker. 
The chapter, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Michael Stolzberg, has made 
very fine progress in the past year, and 
is now preparing for a more extensive 
program. 


Springfield has resumed its activi- 
ties for the year and is very hopeful 
for a successful season. The newly 
elected officers are Maurice Kurnitsky, 
chairman; Mrs. A. Kamberg and Mr. 
M. Raffeld, vice-chairmen; Mrs. Stan- 
ley A. Ginsburgh, -corresponding sec- 
retary; Mrs. Maurice Kurnitsky, re- 
cording secretary; and Mr. Stanley A. 
Ginsburgh, treasurer. 


Baltimore: The League chapter un- 
der the chairmanship of Mr. Aaron 
Sagal is now making final arrange- 
ments for their autumn dance. 


Washington, D. C.: Mr. Morris 
Ullman, chairman, writes that they are 
planning a monthly forum series on 
topics related to the present situation 
of the Jews in Palestine, America and 
other countries. 
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NEW LORRAINE 


All Conveniences 
MODERATE RATES 


Intellectual Atmosphere, Artistic 
Program under the direction of 
MR. M. Freilich from the Artef Theatre 


. MRS. MARGOLIES 
21—7th STREET LAKEWOOD, N. J. 
Tel.: Lakewood 679 








““Quothe the Raven Never More’’. Will you 
find a more congenial atmosphere than at 


e 
RAVEN LODGE 


416—3rd STREET LAKEWOOD, N. J. 
Golo and Boobar Tel. Lakewood 922 








MILLARD’S LODGE 


Famous for its Cuisine and Homelike 
Atmosphere Modern Rates 


423 7th St. bet. Madison and Forest Aves. 
Lakewood, N. J. Phone: Lakewood 768 


A Cozy Retreat in the Pines 








Enjoy Your Vacation At 


EAGER ROSE GARDEN 
LAKEWOOD, N. J. 


Former Schildkraut’s Hotel @ Winter 

Season Opening Oct. 28 © We cater 

to vegetarians @ Moderate rates for 
entire season 


Phone Dr. 4-3328 or Lakewood 428 








COME AND SPEND YOUR 
WINTER VACATION AT 


UNITY HOTEL 
501 Monmouth Ave. Lakewood, N. J. 
Tel.: Lakewood 1159 


Home Asmosphere, Excellent Cuisine, Winter 
Sports, Entertainment A’La Unity 


MODERATE RATES 
JacK SCHWARTZ and MOISHE Gross 








THE LAKE VIEW 


is preferred for choicest location, 
homey atmosphere and excellent 
cuisine © Moderate Rates 
59 Madison Ave. Lakewood, N. J. 
Tels.: Lakewood 287 or 963 


ANNA EPSTEIN 








MAUD’S WINTER RAY 


(Amidst a Ten Acre Park of Pines) 
SQUANKUM RD., LAKEWOOD, N. J. 


Excellent Cuisine ©@ Diets Arranged 

Sports e Games a Modern 

Library-Music @ Come to the Winter- 

Ray for Health, Enjoyment and Grand 

Vacation. Reasonable Rates 
Phone Lakewood 261 
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In The Party 








The Poale Zion Party Conference 
which convened at Lakewood, N. J., 
on October 27-28, was attended by 
delegates from all principal cities. 


The first session under the chair- 
manship of M. Kekst of New York, 
dealt with the problem of organiza- 
tion. David Wertheim, secretary of 
the Party, reported that though gains 
have been recorded in recent years, 
the membership of the Party is not at 
all in proportion to the constantly 
growing Labor Zionist movement in 
America. Particular emphasis was 
placed on the importance of gaining 
English speaking elements for the 
Party and the readiness of many people 
now affiliated with various branches of 
the Labor Zionist movement to join the 
Party. The Conference resolved to 
set aside the months of December, 
January and February for an intensive 
membership campaign. 

Baruch Zukerman, who came espec- 
ially from Europe to attend the ses- 
sions of the American Jewish Congress 
delivered a paper on the present Jew- 
ish situation in Eastern Europe, and 
the role of the World Jewish Con- 
gress. He pointed out that despite the 
misery of Eastern European Jewry, 
Polish Jewry possesses a great cultural 
vitality. Though the matter of pro- 
ductivization must not be ignored, the 
most essential task facing Polish Jew- 
ty is the safeguarding of those econ- 
omic positions which it now holds. 


A. Dickinstein, of the Palestine 
Workers’ Bank, reported on the econ- 
omic progress of Palestine during the 
period of riots and emphasized the 
importance of the Histadrut in pro- 
viding employment through its funds 
for thousands of Jewish workers. 


Council for Jewish Rights: The 
Conference greeted the formation of 
the Council for Jewish Rights but ex- 
pressed its hope that the constitution 
of the Council would be so revised as 
to enable a broader and fairer repre- 
sentation which would include all 
those interested in the defense of 
Jewish Rights. 


American Jewish Congress: In view 
of the fact that the defense of Jewish 
tights has been relegated to the Coun- 
cil for Jewish Rights, the Conference 
outlined a detailed program for the 
American Jewish Congress. This. in- 
cludes the formation of local commu- 
nity councils, the fight against econ- 
omic discrimination and an. intensive 
activity in behalf of Jewish education, 
etc. 











Birdland 


Formerly Lewisohn’s Estate 
CENTRAL VALLEY € NEW YORK 


ADULTS 
Beautiful and secluded estate—40 miles from 
New York, 225 acres of woodland—Moun- 
tains—S miles of paths—Tennis, golf, hand- 
ball, swimming and riding, excellent cuisine. 
Tel. Highland Mills 789: Open All Year 


Management: FANNIE GOLDBERG 


























UNSPOILED....! 


Off the beaten path—yet but 50 miles from 
N. Y. Tennis, cycling, skiing, skating, tobagan- 
ning. Golf, horseback riding nearby. Delicious 
food. $25.00 by the week. Come—by reservation. 
Magnificent country. Tel.: Stony Brook 565. 


Mary MaARGOLIES, Prop. 
STONY BROOK LODGE 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
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HOTEL FISH 


“The Center of English-Speaking Jews’’ 


Modern Conveniences, Operated by Amer- 
icans, Patronized by Leading Jews, Amer- 
ican Table and Hygiene 


Abraham Fish, C. C. N. Y. ‘14, looks for- 
ward to greeting fellow alumni on their 
visits to Eretz Israel. 


“DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST" 
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2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Between 81st-82nd Streets 
ENdicott 2-2030 


Joint Distribution Commitee: Rec- 
ognizing the Joint Distribution Com- 
mittee as the agency for the relief of 
Jewry in Europe, the Conference stated 
tha tthe Joint Distribution Committee 
should reorganize itself to include rep- 
resentatives of all Jewish organizations 
interested in its relief activities. 

Palestine Activities: The Confer- 
ence heard a report on the political 
activities on behalf of Palestine which 
were conducted during the past few 
weeks. It was recognized that only 
due to the mass pressure of American 
Jewry did the British Government 
give up its plans for the complete 
stoppage of Jewish immigration to 
Palestine. The importance of politi- 
cal alertness in the future was empha- 
sized and the need for greater finan- 
cial assistance to the Jewish National 
Fund, Keren Hayesod, Geverkshaften 
Campaign was stressed. 


When Writing to Advertisers Kindly Mention JEWISH FRONTIER 


Single Insertion .. . 


This advertiser was skeptical. Fin- 
ally, he mustered the courage to run an 
ad in the JEWISH FRONTIER, a sin- 
gle insertion. Several days later, he 
wrote the Frontier Advertising Depart- 
ment. 


a new publication 
for our schedule. The volume of 
business received justifies us 
in handing you a yearly contract.” 
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THE FIELDSTONE 
On Round Lake 
Monroe, N. Y. Phone 2501 
A place of unexcelled beauty 


for rest and recreation. All 
sports in season. Open all year. 











ZINDOREST PARK 


; MONROE, N. Y. 
Phone 7755 





Formerly a_ millionaire’s 
estate. 150 acres of most 
beautiful country. 

All modern opens and 
all facilities for sports.— 
Make early reservations. 


bh Mey OOPEN ALL YEAR 














An *Artist Invites You 


to. . . his 100 acre farm 
. glorious country 
. superlative cooking 
. congenial company 
. . seasonal sports and fun 
. . . fireplace, books 
Just 55 miles from New York 
at Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Low Winter Rates: 
$18.00 Weekly - - $3.50 Daily 


ed 
*G. A. PODORSON 


250 PARK AVE., N. Y. PLaza 3-8926 

















PATRICIAN 


Kosher Caterers of Distinction 


Functions arranged for at lead- 
ing hotels, synagogues, your 
home, our own ballrooms. 


151 WEsT 51ST STREET 
CIRCLE 7-7068 
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MUSIC CONCERT 


HILDA BURKE 
Soprano, Metropolitan Opera Company 


JAN PEERCE 


Tenor 


LEAH DEGANIT 


Leading Palestinian Actress 
Direct from the “OHEL" Theatre, Tel Aviv 


BENNO RABINOF 
World Famous Violinist 


BELLE DIDJAH 


Celebrated American Dancer, Fresh From 
European Triumphs 


THE JEWISH CHORAL SOCIETY 
90 VOICES 


Direction A. W. BINDER 





Carnegie Hall 


SATURDAY 2 6" 


8:30 P. M. 


NOVEMBER 
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PARTISAN 
REVIEW 


A Left-Wing Literary Quarterly 
* 


“Lively . . . Excellent”—The Criterion 
“Congratulations!”—John Dos Passos 


“I want to commend you for the courage, in- 
telligence and high literary qualities of | 
Partisan Review”—Louis M. Hacker 


* 


In the Fall Number: 
IGNAZIO SILONE: Dialogue on Fascism 


FRANZ KAFKA: Blumfeld, an Elderly | 
Bachelor 


(Translated by Philip Horton) 


EDMUND WILSON: The Myth of the |} 


Marxist Dialectic 
(With an editorial rejoinder) 


ANDRE GIDE: Pages from My Journal | 
* 


Special Added Feature: 


An original lithograph, in color, will be bound ff 
into each copy. 


* 


40 Cents a Copy $1.25 a Year 


PARTISAN REVIEW 
Box 30, STATION K 
New York City 


Enclosed find $1.25. (Add 10 cents in Canada, 25 cents 


other foreign countries.) Please send me one year of 
PARTISAN REVIEW. 


Name 





Address 
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